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People' s Daily, 1 July 2004

DPRK demands US aid in exchange for
nuke freeze

Pyongyang will freeze its nuclear program
only after the United States provides energy
ad equivalent of 2 million kwt, the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea
(DPRK)'s Ambassador to Russia Pak Ui
Chun said in Moscow Wednesday. Before
Pyongyang dsarts freezing its nuclear
program, the United States "must provide
our country with compensatory energy
assstance in the amount equivaent to 2
million kwt, remove the DPRK from the list
of countries supporting terrorism, and also
lift sanctions and the economic blockade
from our country,” Pak Ui Chun was cited
by the Interfax news agency as saying. "The
freeze will begin when the granting of
compensations  begins," the ambassador
noted. Pak Ui Chun would not say whether
the DPRK might rgoin the Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty, which it abandoned
in January 2003 after Washington accused
Pyongyang of secretly running a nuclear
program in violation of the 1994 Agreed
Framework. A third round of talks on the
Korean nuclear crisis closed Saturday, with
participants from the two Koreas, Japan,
Russia, China and the United States agreed
to meet again by September.

The News, 1 July 2004

Iran persists building centrifuge

Mexico: Iranian Foreign Minister Kama
Kharrazi said his country will not halt work
on centrifuges for its nuclear program
despite US and international pressure to do
s0. Kharrazi defended the centrifuge
program saying it was for energy purposes.
Speaking to reporters during an official visit
to Mexico he defended Iran's plan to build
seven nuclear energy facilities over the next
20 years. But he added that Iran will keep
working closely with the Internationa
Atomic Energy Agency and said that they
have the assurance we are not trying to
develop nuclear arms. The agency earlier
this month approved a resolution rebuking
Iranfor past nuclear cover-ups. Mexico is
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among the 30 countries that sit on the
agency's board of directors.

The Hindu, 1 July 2004

Big missiletest soon: M usharraf
Islamabad, June 30: The Pakistani President,
Pervez Musharraf, today vowed to test a
new missile within two months, the State-
run Pakistan Television reported. "We will
show you a hig test within the next two
months or so," he told reporters here,
according to the report. Gen. Musharraf
gave no other details, but only said that
Pakistani scientists were continuing to work
on missiles and that he would not roll back
the nuclear programme. Pakistan had
recently indicated that it would test fire a
"longest range’ missile to strengthen its
defence.

The Times of India, 1 July 2004

Indian Army may raise nuclear unit
Mumbai: The Indian Army’s plan to have a
‘dedicated” nuclear force was gathering
momentum, an Indian officia said during an
army-media interaction. Army officias, who
requested anonymity, said that need had
been felt to expedite the formation of the
new nuclear unit because of geo-political
factors. “ These need not be Pak-specific,” an
official reportedly told Times of India,
hinting a countries in Asa without
identifying them. He refused discussion due
to diplomatic reasons. The army’s move to
quicken the formation of the unit also
assumes significance in the context of the
Indian Navy wanting to possess nuclear
submarines, that can launch nuclear
wegpons. This has been made explicitly
clear in the Navy’s latest doctrine released
last week. There is a race among the three
wings of the armed forces to be the first to
induct nuclear weapons. The navy appears
confident that it will win this competition.
The indigenous light combat aircraft is aso
capable of carrying nuclear weapons. The
official said that the nuclear force in the
Indian Army would basically handle the
nuclear-capable intermediate range ballistic
missiles Agni-1 and Agni- 2.
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Daily Times, 2 July 2004

Pakistani missile tests revive dangers in
South Asia: US

Washington: The United States warned on
Thursday that Pakistan’s move to conduct a
key missile test revived dangers posed by
nuclear weapons and ballistic missiles as
well as of an arms race in South Asia,
reported AFP. “On the issue of missile tests,
we clearly remain deeply concerned about
the dangers that continue to be posed by
both nuclear weapons and ballistic missiles
in South Asia,” US State Department deputy
spokesman Adam Ereli told reporters. The
United States continued to urge Pakistan and
its neighbour and nuclear-rival India to take
steps to prevent an arms race and to guard
against possible nuclear use, Erdi said. “I
would note that in this regard, we are
encouraged that India and Pakistan have just
agreed to work toward a number of
measures to reduce risk in the region,
including a more advanced agreement on
notification of missile tests” Erdi sad.
Asked whether he was especiadly concerned
about Pekistan, as his statement sounded he
was worried about the genera situation in
South Asia, Erdli said: “I would say there is
no marked change in our level of concern.
“Regarding this issue, it is an issue that we
continue to raise with both countries, and
that | would note, both countries discuss
between themselves. And that is a good
thing. It is something that we see as a
positive development, in the sense that
sources of tension are being addressed in a
bilatera and cooperative way, and that's to
be welcomed,” he said.

Daily Times, 2 July 2004

US leaves open chance for talks with N
Korea

Jakarta: US Secretary of State Colin Powell
left open the possibility he would meet
North Kored's foreign minister on Friday in
what would be the highest-level contact for
two years between two nations locked in a
nuclear standoff. Powell aso said on
Thursday he would assure Foreign Minister
Paek Namsun, during a larger meeting of
nations in Jakarta, that the United States will



carefully study a North Korean proposa to
freeze its nuclear activities. “It remains to be
seen what other discussions he and | may or
may not be participating in,” Powdll told a
news conference, when asked if he would
meet his North Korean counterpart one-on-
one on Friday. Offering North Korea a
carrot, the top US diplomat aso predicted
the communist nation would quickly be
rewarded for taking concrete steps to
dismantle its suspected programmes. But he
insisted on Washington's bottom line for
negotiations - that North Korea scrap al of
its programmes, even though Pyongyang
disputes US accusations on the extent of its
activities. Powell met over coffee with Paek
in 2002 during a conference of South East
Asian nations and dialogue partners - the
same forum in which the two will participate
on Friday. The possbility of another
meeting follows six-party talks last week in
Beijing on North Koreda' s nuclear ambitions
that ended with signs of a start to real
negotiations.

Daily Times, 2 July 2004
‘Tehran will continue
centrifuges

Mexico: Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal
Kharrazi, on an officia visit here, said on
Wednesday his country was determined to
continue building uranium enrichment
centrifuges, but that the work was not aimed
a producing nuclear weapons. “The work
we're doing is not illegal,” he told a press
conference concluding a three-day visit to
Mexico. “We have decided (to use) nuclear
energy for peaceful purposes and, as we are
building seven nuclear installations over the
next 20 years, it is natural that for fue we
should produce (the centrifuges) within our
own country.” He added that the centrifuges
were being built “under the supervision of
the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), and they are assuring that we have
no intentions towards nuclear arms and that
our work is legal.” But Iran claims the
European commitments were not honoured
and, “therefore we have not kept our
promise to suspend the construction of the
centrifuges,” said Kharazi. Meanwhile Iran’s

building
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new conservative-controlled parliament is
considering pushing through a bill that
would force the Ilamic regime to resume
uranium enrichment activities, a senior

deputy told.

The News, 2 July 2004

Steps for nuclear talks (Zia Mian, A H
Nayyar, R Rgaraman, M V Ramana)

It istalking time again. Pakistani and Indian
government officials met in New Delhi on
June 19 and 20 to tak. The Foreign
Ministers met briefly in China on 21 June,
the Foreign Secretaries will apparently talk
sometime in late July, and there are
suggestions of a possible summit meeting
between President Pervez Musharraf and
Indiads new Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh. But while talking is better than
fighting, it isimportant to remember the fact
that India and Pakistan have met and talked
many times since the 1999 Lahore summit,
where the Prime Ministers claimed that they
shared "a vison of peace and stability
between their countries, and of progress and
prosperity for their peoples'. Leaders on
both sides seem to recognise that their
nuclear weapons and ballistic missiles cast a
dark, potentially fatal shadow over the
future of both countries. India' s new Foreign
Minister Natwar Singh recently declared,
"To me personaly, the most important thing
on our agenda should be the nuclear
dimension". President Musharraf claims,
"We have been saying let’s make South Asia
a nuclear-free zone". He also suggested, "If
mutually there is an agreement of reduction
of nuclear assets, Pakistan would be
willing". These are hopeful indications.

The Hindu, 2 July2004

When early warning is no warning (Zia
Mian, R. Rgaraman & M.V. Ramana)

Early warning systems in South Asia have
no significant utility. Rather, they increase
the danger of inadvertent nuclear war. Asa
concrete step that would reduce nuclear
dangers in South Asia, we have suggested
that both India and Pakistan agree not to
install nuclear early warning systems (The
Hindu, June 4, 2004). This may seem
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counter-intuitive in that such systems are
supposed to give advance notice of a nuclear
attack; it is often argued that this warning
time is vitd for responsble decision-
making. For example, in his letter to the
editor, (The Hindu, June 21), S
Lakshminarayanan worries that "Without an
effective early warning system, we will be
taken unawares” The notion of early
warning, like the deeply flawed notion of
deterrence, is a carryover from the nuclear
confrontation between the United States and
the Soviet Union.

Boston Globe, 2 July 2004

US can aid India-Pakistan dialogue
(Thomas W. Simons)

India and Pakistan are resuming "composite
didogue" after a hiatus of nearly three years.
Recent expert-level meetings on nuclear
confidence-building measures made some
encouraging progress, and last weekend the
top foreign ministry officials began talks on
arange of issues between the two countries.
If these taks are to help sabilize the
region's security Situation they need to
become a sustained process. That means
India and Pakistan must become responsible
nuclear powers, after a haf-decade of
dangerous instability following their nuclear
explosions in May 1998. The United States
has a stake in the outcome, and a chance to
help India and Pakistan.

Daily Times, 3 July 2004

India reconstitutes N-security board
(Iftikhar Gilani)

New Dehi: In a mgor step towards
overhauling the nuclear management
structure, India on Friday reconstituted the
National Security Advisory Board (NSAB).
Former diplomat JN Dixit had aready taken
over as the National Security Adviser, the
custodian of nuclear buttons on behalf of the
prime minister, and the government was
now looking for heads of other nuclear
related bodies. The new government is now
deliberating on the heads for the Strategic
Policy Group (SPG), Strategic Forces
Command (SFC) and the National Security
Council Secretariat (NSCS). Heads of al

these nuclear bodies have either completed
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their term or have retired from service.
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’'s office
sad he had approved the recongtitution of
the NSAB. The NSAB, a multi-disciplinary
body consisting of distinguished people
from outside the government is an important
dement of the National Security Council
(NSC) system.

Daily Times, 3 July 2004

Security forum backs bid to solve N-crisis
Jekarta: A mgor Asia-Pacific security forum
gave strong support Friday to new efforts
amed a ending the North Korean nuclear
crisis, as the US and North Korean foreign
ministers held rare talks on the sidelines of
the meeting. Members of the ASEAN
Regiond Forum (ARF), in a statement after
their annual meeting, “emphasised the
importance of a step-by-step process of
‘words for words and ‘action for action’.”
The ARF foreign ministers aso condemned
terrorism as a worldwide threat, agreed to
work together to improve transport security
and urged army-ruled Myanmar to move
towards democracy. Their statement on the
North Korean issue followed a promise from
US Secretary of State Colin Powel on
Thursday to match North Korea “deed for
deed” in the process of dismantling its
nuclear weapons programme. Powell and his
North Korean counterpart, Paek Nam-Sun,
met privately early Friday and both sides
indicated some progress was made.

The Washington Post, 3 July 2004

Powell, N. Korean Talk, But Progress Is
Elusive (Glenn Kesdler)

Jakarta, July 2: Secretary of State Colin L.
Powell's decison to meet with the North
Korean foreign minister a a regiona
economic conference here Friday signifies a
growing willingness by the Bush
adminigtration to demonstrate diplomatic
progress in the impasse over North Korea's
nuclear ambitions. But, despite months of
negotiations, it appears that neither the
United States nor North Korea has atered its
bottom-line demands, leaving a wide gap
between the two countries. Both sides
profess to want a nuclear-free Korean



Peninsula and have shelved their harsh
rhetoric. But the administration ingists it will
not provide any tangible benefits to North
Korea until after the insular communist state
has renounced nuclear weapons, identified
its programs and had its clams verified.
North Korea, by contrast, has said it wants
the United States to reward it immediately
for formally pledging to freeze and
ultimately dismantle its programs.

China Daily, 4 July 2004

I AEA chief tovisit I srael

UN nuclear watchdog chief Muhammad a-
Barada will be visiting Isragl next Tuesday
to press for a nuclear-free zone in the
Middle East. The visit by the director-
general of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) is dignificant, particularly
since lsrael is widely believed to have a
clandestine nuclear weapons arsenal.
Although Israel refuses to either confirm or
deny it has the bomb, it is suspected of
having up to 200 nuclear weapons. But a-
Baradai last week said Isragl should
"clarify” its nuclear activities and start
working towards ridding the Middle East of
nuclear weapons. IAEA spokesman Mark
Gwozdecky on Saturday said Israd's
supposed nuclear arsenal would figure
prominently during talks with a-Baradai.

The New York Times, 4 July 2004

Israeli Atomic Commission Unveils Web
Site (Greg Myre)

Jerusdlem, July 4: Israel's Atomic Energy
Commission unveiled today a Web site on
the country's highly secretive nuclear
program, though it is limited to the most
basic information and a few long-distance
photos. The launching of the Web site came
just two days before a visit by the head of
the International Atomic Energy Agency,
Mohamed ElBaradei, who last week called
for talks on a nuclear-free Middle East. As
noted on the new Web site
(www.igec.gov.il), Isradl's Atomic Energy
Commission was established in 1952 by the
prime minister, David Ben-Gurion. Since
then, Israel has sought to say as little as
possible about its nuclear program. Isradl
has aways refused to confirm or deny

-pg-5

Nuclear Issue
July 2004

whether it possesses nuclear weapons,
though various estimates have said the
country has enough plutonium to make
about 200 such weapons. In an interview last
December with the Isradi newspaper
Haaretz, Mr. ElBarade said he presumed
that Israel had a nuclear arsenal. The Web
ste notes that Israel has two nuclear
research centers, including a nuclear reactor
in the Negev Desert, outside the southern
town of Dimona.

The Hindu, 5 July 2004

Agni A-1 successfully test-fired (T.S.
Subramanian)

Chennai, July 4: Indias surfaceto-surface
missile, Agni A-1, was successfully test-
fired today from the Interim Test Range at
Whedlers Idand in the Bay of Bengal near
Balasore, Orissa. It took off from a mobile
launcher around 10.10 am., climbed to an
altitude of more than 300 km, re-entered the
amosphere and plunged into the sea. The
missile, with a range of over 700 km, can
cary nuclear warheads. The 15-metre
sngle-stage missile weighs 12 tonnes and is
powered by solid propellants. This is the
third flight. The Agni A-1 is said to be
Indias reply to Pakistan's Ghauri missile. It
fills the gap between the Prithvi-2 missile,
which has a range of about 250 km, and the
Agni-2 with arange of 2,500 km.

Dawn, 5 July 2004

Pakistan not concerned: Mushahid
ISLAMABAD, July 4. Pakistan on Sunday
said it was not worried by Indias test of a
short-range nuclear capable missile asit was
a "sovereign right" for any country to
enhance its defence and military capability.
"Both countries (Pakistan and India) do the
tests. It is a sovereign right of a country to
take any measure for its defence,”" chairman
of Senate foreign relations committee
Mushahid Hussain told AFP. "We reserve
the sovereign right to improve our defence
capability and same right be granted to other
countries," Mr Mushahid said. "We do not
take exception to that, any other country can
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do it also." Asked if Pakistan was concerned
over Sunday's testing of 700 kilometres
range surface-to-surface Agni missile by
India, he said "absolutely not." "We have a
strong deterrent and defence capability,” he
added. He said Pakistan stood for a
reduction of the arms race and had been
"proposing various initiatives based on
reciprocity.” Early last month, Pekistan
successfully test-fired a Hatf V balistic
missile, which has a range of 1,500
kilometres. The missile would be able to
carry nuclear warheads deep inside India
The South Asian neighbours held nuclear
tests two weeks apart in 1998. —AFP

The News, 5 July 2004
ElBaradei wants
scrapping nukes
Vienna: Head of the UN nuclear watchdog
Mohamed ElBaradel goes to Israel on
Tuesday to try to persuade the Jewish state
to open up its nuclear programme, but
officiels said Israel was not ready to scrap its
atomic arsenal. Under its policy of "strategic
ambiguity"”, Israel neither admits nor denies
having nuclear weapons. But it is assumed
to have up to 200 warheads, based on
estimates of the amount of plutonium Isragli
reactors have produced. While no
breakthroughs are expected, one Western
diplomat close to the IAEA said ElBaradel
would meet senior Isragli officials, possibly
including Prime Minister Ariel Sharon.
IAEA spokesman Mark Gwozdecky said it
would be partly a "routine visit", but added
that ElBaradel intended "to promote the
concept of a nuclear weapons-free zone in
the Middle East"-clearly the central point of
his talks. Israel welcomes the idea of a
Middle East free of weapons of mass
destruction but says disarmament has to
come after peace has been achieved in the
region, which has been plagued by violence
and conflict for decades.

Israd to discuss

The News, 5 July 2004

Russan FM arrives in N Korea for
nuclear talks

Seoul: Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov arrived in Pyongyang on Sunday for
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a two-day visit focusing on the 20-month
standoff over North Koreas nuclear
ambitions, state media said. Lavrov "arrived
here today to visit the DPRK (North Korea)
a the invitation of Paek Nam-Sun, foreign
minister of the DPRK," Pyongyang's
officiad Korean Central News Agency said.
"He and his party were met at the airport by
Kung Sok-Ung, vice-minister of Foreign
Affars, officids concerned, Andrei
Gennadievich Karlov, Russian ambassador
to the DPRK, and staff members of his
embassy here" it said in a brief dispatch,
monitored here. Lavrov’'s trip to North
Korea followed a 24-hour visit to Seoul
during which he met with his South Korean
counterpart Ban Ki-Moon and President Roh
Moo-Hyun. Lavrov said here Saturday that
he would have talks with top North Korean
officials on bilateral ties and the outcome of
recent sx-nation talks aimed at defusing
tensons over the Stalinist state's nuclear
weapons programme. The third round of the
talks in Beijing last month ended without a
breakthrough, although the United States,
the two Koreas, China, Japan and Russia
agreed to meet again by the end of
September.

The News, 5 July 2004

Iran’s N-intentions unsure: Straw
London: British Foreign Secretary Jack
Straw said on Sunday he was unsure
whether to believe Iran’s insistence that is
has no intention of trying to build nuclear
weapons. "I’m not sure, is the answer. And
nobody is," Straw said in an interview with
BBC radio. "Where they have not helped
themsalvesisin not providing full and frank
disclosures to the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA)," he added. Iran
inssts a dite in Tehran, aleged by the
United States to have been used for
developing weapons of mass destruction,
was in fact a former research and
development military" ingdlation, 1AEA
chief Mohammed ElBaradei said last week.
Meanwhile, Iran's new conservative-
controlled parliament is considering pushing
through a bill that would force the Islamic
regime to resume uranium enrichment



activities, a senior deputy told AFP on July
1

Daily Times, 5 July 2004
European’s nuclear deal with
‘falling apart’

Tehran: There was plenty of diplomatic
drama last October when the foreign
ministers of Britain, France and Germany
jetted into Tehran to bring Iran back from
the brink of sparking a magjor nuclear crisis.
But nearly nine months on, diplomats are
cannily admitting their bid to strip Iran's
ruling clerics of gaining A-bomb potential is
faling apart. And perhaps more alarmingly,
there does not appear to be a great deal that
they can do about it. The problem, say
diplomats who were close to hammering out
the “Tehran declaration”, lies not so much
with Iran’s recent backing away from certain
technical aspects of it, but with its firm
rgjection of the accord’'s more ambitious
premise. “We wanted the same kind of
agreement with Iran as what we had with
Libya Iran had an opportunity to abandon
its more sendgitive nuclear work, and in
return win greater trade and better relations
with the West,” recalled the senior diplomat.

Iran

Dawn, 6 July 2004

Nuclear surveillance system

It is reassuring to note that the federd
government is planning to set up a
monitoring mechanism under the aegis of

the Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission to
minimize the threat of radiation leaks and
nuclear terror in the country. The am is to
enhance radiologica surveillance a the
national level. This will fill the gap created
by the absence of an early warning system
that can keep tabs on radiation leaks from
the country's nuclear facilities and also help
contain the damage resulting from a nuclear
accident. Using high-tech and advanced
scientific methods, the Rs160 million project
will cover the whole country. Besides, it will
provide the atomic energy commission with
an effective mechanism to monitor
radioactive material present at the nuclear
sites as well as in the environment and the
amosphere 24 hours a day. An essentia
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component of the project is aso to detect
possible nuclear emergencies and provide
guidelines for safe use and disposa of
radioactive materials.

The News, 6 July 2004

Asan countries warned of chemical
terrorism

Kuala Lumpur: Asian governments were
warned on Monday to prepare for possible
chemical or biological terrorism after a
manual on launching such attacks was
discovered recently in the Philippines. The
warning came a a conference attended by
more than 70 chemical weapons experts,
security officials and policy makers from 12
countries including Japan, China, Canada,
the United States, Singapore and Thailand.
"There is a growing concern of the potential
threat posed by chemical, biologica,
radiological and nuclear weapons (CBRN)
in the hands of terrorists,” said Zaina
Abidin  Zain, director-genera of the
Southeast Asia Regional Centre for Counter-
terrorism. Chemical weapons were the
easest to manufacture out of the CBRN
arsenal, he said, pointing to the sarin gas
attack in the Tokyo subway by a religious
cult in 1995 which killed 12 people and
made thousands ill. Rohan Gunaratna, head
of the Singapore-based International Centre
for Political Violence and Terrorism
Research, addressed the conference on a
"Recently Recovered Jemash Idamiyah
Chem-Bio Manua". Jemaah Idamiyah (JI)
is seen as the Southeast Asian wing of
Osama bin laden’s Al-Qaeda group and has
mounted a string of attacks, including the
Bali bombings in October 2002 which killed

202 people.

Khaleg Times, 6 July 2004

Israel will not change ‘no show, no tell’
nuke policy: Sharon

Jerusalem: Prime Minister Ariel Sharon was
guoted on Tuesday as saying Isragl would
not change its “no show, now tell” nuclear
policy, and that he would ensure the country
had all the necessary weapons to protect
itself. Sharon was quoted on Isragl’s Army
Radio hours before a visit by International
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Atomic Energy Agency chief Mohamed
ElBaradei. The Isradli leader was scheduled
to meet ElBaradel, who has said Isradl
should start talking seriously about a nuclear
free Middle East whether or not it admits to
having such weapons. Isragl has an officia
policy of “nuclear ambiguity,” under which
it neither confirms nor denies having such
weapons. Experts assess Israel has the
world's sixth-largest stockpile of nuclear
weapons, including some 300 warheads and
the ability to rapidly expand.

The Associated Press, 6 July 2004

IAEA Head Likely to Press Israd on
Nukes (George Jahn)

Vienna In his pitch for a Middle East free
of nuclear weapons, the head of the U.N.
atomic watchdog agency is likely this week
to press for at least tacit acknowledgment
from Isragl that it has such arms or the
means to make them. Israeli does not
directly comment on its nuclear capacity,
and the International Atomic Energy
Agency will not specify how hard 1AEA
head Mohamed ElBaradei will push officials
during his two-day visit to Israel starting
Tuesday. But ahead of the trip EIBaradel has
said that Isradl should start talking seriously
about a nuclear arms-free Middle East
whether or not it owes up to owning them.

Earlier this year, he condemned the
imbalance caused in the Middle East
because of "lsragl ditting on nuclear

weapons.” On the eve of ElBaradei's trip,
IAEA spokesman Mark Gwozcecky linked
it to the need "for a strategic dialogue at
nuclear issues, aimed at building up ...
mutual confidence, and in the long run,
making the region free of weapons of mass
destruction.”

People’ s Daily, 7 July 2004

Iran to resume nuclear talksin mid-July:
FM

Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi
said on Tuesday that Iran would resume
nuclear talks with France, Germany and the
UK in mid-July, the official IRNA news
agency reported. "The three European
countries were to announce their readiness
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for the talks last week but failed to arrange
it," Kharrazi was quoted as saying. Kharrazi
reiterated that Iran's nuclear technology is
peaceful. "We will not compromise our right
for peaceful use of nuclear energy and what
has been done so far is solely for the
purpose of confidence-building,” he said.
Kharrazi aso noted the project on uranium
enrichment  resumption approved by the
National Security and Foreign Policy
Commission of Parliament (NSFPCP). "The
government has suspended the project for a
period of time to develop confidence-
building. However, we are determined to
make peaceful use of nuclear energy,” he
stressed. NSFPCP on Tuesday gave the go-
ahead for the resumption of uranium
enrichment activities.

Daily Times, 7 July 2004

Pakistan’s missile programme defensive:
Kasuri

Idamabad: Foreign Minister Khurshid
Mehmood Kasuri has said that the missile
programme of Pakistan was purely for self-
defense. “India has tested many more
missiles. We are not in a race with India
Pekistan has its own timetable of missile
testing. The tests were being conducted for
scientific and technical reasons,” he told
PTV. Pakistan has done more than any other
nation in the world in the fight against
terrorism. Pakistan has arrested as many as
600 Al Qaeda operatives. A major operation
has also been launched in the tribal areas, he
added. “We never escaped from our
responsibilities towards the international
community. “Pakistan will never allow its
territory to be used by the foreigners for
hostile purposes,” he said.

Dawn, 7 July 2004

Tel Aviv not to change nuclear policy:
PM

Tel Aviv, duly 6: Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon said on Tuesday his country's
policy of refusing to confirm or deny that it
has nuclear weapons would continue. The
statement preceded the arrival of the UN's
atomic energy agency chief. Mohamed
ElBaradei, the director general of the



Vienna-based International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), is expected to ask for help
in ridding the Middle East of nuclear
weagpons during his visit, despite Israel
alegedly being the only state in the region
to have the bomb. Mr Barade's chief
spokesman Mark Gwozdecky said that the
IAEA chief would not hestate to be
"forthright” in his discussons with Isradli
leaders, including Sharon, but played down
expectations of a dramatic breakthrough. Mr
ElBaradel "is a very forthright interlocutor,
wherever he travels around the world. He is
one of the few people who could travel to
Tripoli, Tehran, Baghdad as wdl as Td
Aviv. The point is how many guys can do
that,” Gwozdecky told reporters covering
the visit. "He doesn't have a standard that he
has to reach for this visit. He understands
the objectives are ambitious and are not
going to be achieved overnight but he is
willing to invest the time necessary to make
progress,” Mr Gwozdecky added.

Daily Times, 7 July 2004

ElBaradei to urge Israel to keep Middle
East nukefree

Jerusalem: Prime Minister Ariel Sharon said
his country’s policy of refusing to confirm
or deny that it has nuclear weapons would
continue on Tuesday ahead of the arrival of
the UN’'s atomic energy agency chief.
Mohamed ElBarade is expected to ask for
help in ridding the Middle East of nuclear
weapons during his visit, despite Israel
alegedly being the only state in the region
to have the bomb. Experts said the mission
of ElBaradel, the director generd of the
Vienna-based International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), had amost no chance of
succeeding and was more of a politica
gesture to convince Arab states the IAEA is
as concerned about Isradl asit is about Iran,
which it is investigating on suspicions of
Tehran's hiding a secret nuclear weapons
program.

The News, 7 July 2004

Needlesscrisisin NE Asia (M B Nagvi)

It isatriumph of the Chinese diplomacy that
both North Korea and the US have started
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giving hopeful signals. North Korea has let
it be known that they are ready to ‘freeze
their nuclear programme, provided the US,
Japan, South Korea and the rest of the West
ensures adequate economic ad to
Pyongyang, especially food and fue
supplies. The US side has said it would
consider giving economic aid, including
food and fuel, provided North Korea stops
its nuclear programme ‘irreversibly and
trangparently or verifiably’. In theory, bath
want a peaceful resolution of Nuclear Crisis
in the Korean peninsula. Only, both will do
the needful - viz Pyongyang will stop the
nuclear programme in lieu of economic aid
and the US will give the needed ad
provided North Korea stops its nuclear
programme on US terms - when their terms
are met, or a compromise on them is arrived
at.

Khaleg Times, 7 July 2004

IAEA chief takes conciliatory stand on
Isradli nuke policy on arrival

Tel Aviv: The head of the UN atomic
watchdog agency is using a visit to Israel,
thought to be the Middle East’s only nuclear
power, to urge it and its foes to resume
contacts that would ultimately lead to a
region free of weapons of mass destruction.
Arriving on Tuesday, Mohamed ElBarade,
director genera of the International Atomic
Energy Agency, acknowledged he had no
“magic wand” to change Israel’s policy of
not acknowledging any possesson of
nuclear arms. “But | believe the Middle East
needs to have a security dialogue, needs to
have a vision of how security could be built
in the Middle East,” he told reporters. “I
have no illusion that things could happen
overnight, but | believe the earlier we start ...
the better.” Israel is widely believed to have
a considerable nuclear arsenal but does not
comment on it. Israeli leaders have said they
See no reason to change that policy. Middle
East diadogue on confidence-building
measures meant to reduce the threat of new
wars in the region petered out in the mid-
1990s with no mgjor concrete results.

Boston Globe, 7 July 2004
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An interim Nfreeze for N. Korea, Iran
(Daniel Poneman)

While the world watches the vital transition
in Irag, the other wheels of the "axis of evil"
keep dangeroudly turning. Last week Iran
signaled that it would resume its uranium
enrichment activities, and North Korea
hinted it might detonate a nuclear device.
US officials properly seek the verifiable
termination and dismantlement of all nuclear
weapon-related activities and facilities. But
pursuing it through an al-or-nothing
approach imperils US security by effectively
sidelining diplomacy while Tehran and
Pyongyang step up their nuclear activities.
Irreversible closure of a nuclear weapon
program generdly flows from profound
political changes in a regime. In Libya, for
example, Moammar Khadafy decided he
needed cooperation with the outside world
more than his weapons of mass destruction.
No one expects a Libyanstyle epiphany in
Tehran or Pyongyang. Further, regime
change may not occur before those regimes
have assembled substantial nuclear arsenals.
Iranian hard-liners have been strengthened
in this year's parliamentary elections, while
Kim Jong Il has outlasted every political
leader who has sought to contain his nuclear
ambitions.

Daily Times, 8 July 2004

DPRK on war alert, says South Korea
Seoul: North Korea has beefed up its combat
readiness since the US-led invasion of Irag,
fortifying military facilities, digging tunnels
and testing new missiles, South Korea's
defence ministry said Wednesday. The
minigry said in a report that North Korea
had dug trenches and camouflaged bases
near the front line. It had aso been
developing weapons of mass destruction at a
five-megawatt nuclear reactor in Y ongbyon.
“North Korea has been building up its
combat preparedness aong the front lines
and in the rear as well,” the ministry said in
the report. “Following the outbreak of the
war on Iraq, construction projects have been
underway at more than 80 sites to build
tunnels and trenches and to camouflage
(military facilities),” it said. North Korea
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regularly accuses the United States of
plotting a surprise attack on North Korea.
The report adso sad North Korea was
seeking to develop wespons of mass
destruction, missiles and longrange
artillery. “It is continuing its efforts to
develop missiles, testing missile engines,” it
said, adding the North has aso been
deploying new medium-range missiles.

The News, 8 July 2004

‘Iran will abandon nuclear obligations if
attacked’

Tehran: Iran’s defence minister has warned
that the Ilamic republic will abandon its
commitments to the UN atomic watchdog if
its nuclear ingtalations are attacked, the
officil news agency IRNA reported on
Wednesday. "Today the IAEA (International
Atomic Energy Agency) holds every detail
on lran's nuclear programme” Rear
Admiral Ali Shamkhani was quoted as
saying. "If there is a military attack, that
would mean that the IAEA has been
collecting this information to prepare for an
attack. Naturaly, after such an action, it
would be necessary to renounce al of our
nuclear commitments,” he said. The IAEA is
investigating Iran’s ambitious bid to
generate atomic energy, but has been critical
of the regime's level of cooperation. The
United States and Israel accuse Iran of
seeking nuclear weapons.  Shamkhani
warned them of a fierce retaiation if they
decided to attack. "The United States and
the other enemies of the Islamic republic
must know that we will respond to a military
action against our country with al our
force," he said, adding the retaliation would
be "unlimited by time and space”. Although
aluding to a possible threat of US or Isradli
missile strikes against Iran, the minister said
he did not fear a full-scale invasion. Before
trying to take over Iran, Shamkhani said
Washington would have to wait the same
amount of years that separated the end of the
Vietham war and the invasion of lrag —
virtually three decades — given its current
woesin Irag.

The News, 8 July 2004



Iran wants N-arms, | srael tells EIBaradei
Tel Aviv: Isradl stressed its fear that Iran is
pursuing nuclear weapons and might use
them against it, the visiting head of the UN
nuclear watchdog said on Wednesday.
"They (the Israglis) were expressing concern
about Iran,” International Atomic Energy
Agency chief Mohamed ElBaradei told
reporters after meeting Isragl’s nuclear
energy commission director, other officials
and a former head of the Mossad secret
service. EIBaradel is on a three-day visit to
the Jewish state, which refuses to admit or
deny having nuclear weapons under a policy
of "strategic ambiguity”. Internationa
experts believe it has 100-200 warheads,
based on estimates of the amount of
plutonium its reactors have produced.
ElBaradei said his attempts to promote the
idea of a nuclear weapons-free zone in the
Middle East ran up against Israeli concern
about Iran’s nuclear ambitions and about the
hostility to Israel of some dtates in the
region.

Reuters, 8 July 2004

Rice to Discuss Urgent Issue of N.Korea
in China

Beijing: U.S. nationa security adviser
Condoleezza Rice expects the crisis over
North Koreds nuclear programs to top her
agenda in China on Thursday, after talks on
what she termed the urgent issue in meetings
in Japan. Sino-U.S. relations, tested in recent
months by tensions between arch-foes China
and Taiwan, would also figure prominently,
Rice told reporters in Tokyo on Thursday
before leaving for Beijing. | expect we will
have a chance to talk about six-party talks,"
Rice said. The United States, Russia, Japan,
North and South Korea and host China have
held three rounds of inconclusive talks on
how to resolve the nuclear crisis in North
Korea, which the United States has branded
as part of an “"axis of evil" along with Iran
and pre-war Irag. Rice met Japanese Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi in Tokyo on
Wednesday and vowed to pursue a
diplomatic solution to the standoff with
North Korea, which may aready have built
one or two nuclear bombs.

-pg-11

Nuclear Issue
July 2004

The New York Times, 8 July 2004

In Talks, U.N. Nuclear Chief Says, |srael
TurnsFocuson Iran (Greg Myre)

Jerusalem, July 7: The director of the
International  Atomic Energy  Agency,
Mohamed ElBaradei, said he came to Israel
this week looking to open a dialogue on
making the Middle East a nuclear-free zone.
But senior officids in lIsrael, the only
country in the region believed to have
nuclear weapons, sought to put the focus on
Iran's nuclear program during talks on
Wednesday, he said. "They're expressing
concern about Iran,” Dr. ElBaradel told
reporters after taks in Tel Aviv with
members of Israel's Atomic  Energy
Commission, including the chairman,
Gideon Frank. Isragli security officials often
refer to Iran's nuclear program as potentially
the most serious threat facing Israel, though
Iran asserts that its program is intended
solely for peaceful power generation. Under
its policy of "strategic ambiguity,” Israel has
always refused to say whether it has nuclear
weapons, and government officids have
made it clear that Dr. EIBaradei's two-day
visit will not bring about any change in that

policy.

Khaleg Times, 8 July 2004

Iran pursuing nukes, | srael tells Baradei
Tel Aviv: Israel, pressed to consider a
nuclear weapons-free Middle East, stressed
its fear that Iran is pursuing nuclear wespons
and might use them against it, the visiting
head of the UN nuclear watchdog said

yesterday. "They (the Isradlis) were
expressing concern about Iran,"

International Atomic Energy Agency chief
Mohamed El Baradei told reporters after
meeting Israel’'s nuclear energy commission
director, other officials and aformer head of
the Mossad secret service. Mr El Baradei is
on a three-day vist to the Jewish state.
International experts believe it has 100-200
warheads, based on estimates of the amount
of plutonium its reactors have produced. Mr
El Baradei said his attempts to promote the
idea of a nuclear weapons-free zone in the
Middle East ran up against Israeli concern
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about Iran's nuclear ambitions and about the
hodtility to Israel of some dates in the
region.

Hindustan Times, 8 July 2004

Vivela deterrence! (K. Subrahmanyam)
Some anti-nuclear fundamentalists advocate
that the minimum credible deterrence
accepted in the Congress manifesto is at
variance with continuous advocacy of
nuclear disarmament by  successive
Congress governments and the Rgjiv Gandhi
Pan in the UN in 1988 and, therefore,
should be reconsidered. A casual suggestion
about India, China and Pekistan having a
common nuclear doctrine has been seized
upon and pressed as the right way forward.
This is a case where ideologica fervour has
overtaken both historica facts and
rationality.

Southasianmedia.net, 8 July 2004

No talks with Pak, China on doctrine:
India

New Ddhi: India has said that it held no
discussion so far with China or Pakistan
specificaly on a common nuclear doctrine
even though Idamabad has described the
idea recently floated by External Affairs
Minister Natwar Singh as “innovative’, Lok
Sabha was informed Wednesday. Pakistani
official spokesman described the idea as
contained in the External Affairs Minister's
media statement on June 1, as innovative
and requiring further and  deeper
examination,” Minister of State for Externa
Affairs Inderjit Singh said during Question
Hour. He said China, in response to a query,
reiterated its postion on  “complete
prohibition and thorough destruction of
nuclear weapons’, reports PT1. To arelated
guestion, Minister of State for Externa
Affairs said India and Pakistan, at their
expert-level meeting on nuclear confidence
building measures (CBMs) last month, had
decided to implement CBMs on
communication links and conclude an
agreement with technical parameters on pre-
notification of flight testing of missiles, a
draft of which was handed over by the
Indian side. The two sides had also made a
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joint cdl for start working level discussions
with other nuclear powers.

Southasianmedia.net, 8 July 2004
ElBaradei: Pakistan gave nuclear know-
how to at least 20 countries(Z€ev Schiff)
Israel must take the spread of nuclear
technology into account and remember that
terror is getting more sophisticated: Other
countries could get nuclear weapons, and the
ordinary deterrence that worked in the past
may not be effective any more. Isragl must
therefore think about a different regiona
security concept and lend a hand to it. The
above was the key message in an interview
granted to Haaretz by Mohammed
ElBarade, director-general of  the
International Atomic Energy Agency, during
his brief visit to Israel. He is a practiced
diplomat and a top-flight professional, but
he does not always get what he wants as the
IAEA's top executive - as has been evident
in Iran and North Korea Nevertheess,
ElBaradei is very dtentive to what is
happening. Summarizing what he no doubt
heard in his closed meetings in Israel, he
said that there is a very strong sense of
existential threat in Israel. ElBaradei, who
visited Isragl severa times in the context of
previous positions he held at the IAEA,
noted that this strong sense of insecurity has
remained unchanged in recent years.

Dawn, 9 July 2004

IAEA expects talks with Israel on N-free
zone

Jerusadlem, July 8: UN nuclear chief
Mohamed ElBaradei said he had won a
promise from Israel on Thursday to consider
discuss establishing a nuclear weapons-free
zone in the Middle East. But Mr Arie
Sharon did not set a timeframe for Isragl to
back off on its refusal to discuss such issues
while it still faces attacks from Palestinian
groups and hogtility from Iran, Internationa
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) head
ElBaradei said after talks with the prime
minister. Mr EIBaradel said Mr Sharon had
told him "Isragl's policy continues to be that,
in the context of peace in the Middle East,
Israel would be looking favorably to the



establishment of a nuclear weapons-free
zone.

Dawn, 9 July 2004

IAEA head fails to budge
'Strategic ambiguity’

Jerusdlem, July 8: lsrael held fast to its
policy of ambiguity about whether it has
nuclear weapons and its refusal to sign the
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty as UN
nuclear chief Mohamed ElIBaradei
concluded a visit on Thursday. International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) chief
ElBaradei had come to Israel on Tuesday
urging the Jewish state to "clarify” whether
it has nuclear weapons and to join the non-
proliferation regime which his agency is
mandated to verify. But speaking after
ElBaradel met with Israeli Prime Minister
Arid Sharon, asenior Israeli nuclear officia
said there would be no change in the
government's  longstanding "dtrategic
ambiguity” policy. "For now, we see no
reason, justification or requirement to
change it," the official with Isragl's Atomic
Energy Commission told reporters, referring
to the policy of neither confirming nor
denying Isragl's nuclear weapons capability.

|srad:

The Associated Press, 9 July 2004

Rice Caps Asian Tour Focused on Nukes

Seoul: U.S. Nationa Security Adviser
Condoleezza Rice said Friday that North
Korea could regp “surprise” rewards if it
dismantles its atomic weapons program, as
she capped an Asian tour focused on easing
the nuclear standoff. In Seoul after stops in
Japan and China, Rice aso thanked South
Korea for sticking to its planned troop
dispatch to Iraq despite the beheading of a
South Korean hostage on June 22. Speaking
with South Korean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-
moon, Rice said “North Korea will be
surprised to see how much will be possible"
if the communist nation agrees to abandon it
nuclear ambitions, South Koreds Y onhap
news agency reported. ~~So much is possible
if North Korea just does that," she said. She
cited the example of Libyan leader
Moammar Gadhafi, who agreed to give up
his nuclear weapons program, which helped
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pave the way for last month's resumption of
diplomatic ties between Tripoli and
Washington.

Dawn, 10 July 2004

A positive response (Afzaad Mahmood)

The third round of six-nation talks on ending
Pyongyang's nuclear ambitions, which
concluded in Beijing on June 26, have been
described as "the most productive session so
far." Besdes China, North and South
Koreas, Japan, Russia and the United States
attended the talks which have now entered a
sensitive and crucial stage. For the first time
the Unites States put forward its detailed
proposals for what North Korea would
receive in return for dismantling al its
nuclear programmes. The Americans offered
security guarantees and South Korean aid if
Pyongyang completely and speedily puts an
end to its nuclear ambitions. The North
Korean response was that it found "some
common elements’ in the American
proposals but there was redly "little new" in
them. The encouraging development is that
instead of regjecting the American proposals,
as the North Koreans have done in the past,
their response this time, though restrained,
was somewhat positive.

The News, 10 July 2004

N Korea to get ‘surprise rewards for
nuclear dismantlement: Rice

Seoul: US National Security Advisor
Condoleezza Rice said on Friday North
Koreawould be surprised at "how much will
be possible" if the Stalinist date abandons
its nuclear ambitions, South Korean officias
said. The remarks came when Rice met with
South Korean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-
Moon in Seoul on the find leg of her Asan
tour which also brought her to Japan and
China, they said. "North Korea will be
surprised to see how much will be possible
(if it abandons its nuclear programs),” Rice
told Ban, according to officiad Kim Eun-
Seok, who attended the 30-minute meeting.
"So much is possible if North Korea just
does that." A nuclear stand-off erupted in
October 2002 when the United States said
North Korea acknowledged it was
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developing nuclear weapons, violating a
1994 international agreement. The third
round of Sx-way nuclear crisis talks in
Bejing last month ended without a
breakthrough, athough the United States,
the two Koreas, China, Japan and Russa
agreed to meet again by the end of
September.

The Hindu, 10 July 2004

Sharon for nuclear-free West Asia (Chris
McGred)

Jerusalem, July 9: Israel and the U.N.'s
nuclear watchdog reached a public
understanding on Thursday with Arie
Sharon committing himself to the vision of a
West Asia free of nuclear weapons.
Mohammed ElBaradei, the International
Atomic Energy Agency chief, described the
development as a "~ "glimmer of hope" for the
region, but Eft aside the sensitive question
of Israel's own atomic weapons. ~"The Prime
Minister affirmed to me that Israeli policy
continues to be that, in the context of peace
in the Middle East (West Asia), Israel will
be looking favourably to the establishment
of a nuclear weapons-free zone in the
Middle East (West Asia)," sad Mr.
ElBaradei. "It is not a new policy, but
afirming that policy at the level of Prime
Minister | thought to be quite a welcome
development.” But peace appeared no closer
on Thursday as two senior Isradli army
commanders were wounded amid further
violence in the Gaza Strip that left at least
nine Palestinians dead, one of them a
woman. Mr. Sharon's plans to withdraw
settlements  from Gaza has left  his
Government vulnerable, and on Thursday he
indicated that he was exploring bringing the
Opposition centre-left Labour party into a
broader coalition.

The Associated Press, 10 July 2004

U.S. Firm Supplied Nuclear Black
Market

Vienna. An investigation of the black
market supplying nations warnting nuclear
arms has spread to more than 20 firms --
some of them North American -- the chief of
the U.N. atomic agency told The Associated
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Press Friday. A senior diplomat identified
one of the firms as U.S. based. Demanding
anonymity, the diplomat also said the Syria
and Saudi Arabia are also being investigated
as possible buyer nations, beyond Iraq, Iran,
Libya and North Korea -- the countries
known to have been in contact with
Pakistani scientist A.Q. Khan and members
of his procurement network. But the
diplomat, who is familiar with the Vienna-
based IAEA told The AP that beyond
suspicions  prompting a  continuing
investigation, ~“there has been no proof" on
Syria and Saudi Arabia that would warrant
them being reported to the board of
governors of the International Atomic
Energy Agency.

Dawn, 11 July 2004

Uranium project among 24 schemes
approved (Ihtasham ul Hagque)

Idamabad, July 10: The Centrd
Development Working Party (CDWP) of the
Planning Commission has approved 24
development projects at a cost ¢ Rs 46.2
billion, including exploration of uranium
resources project to build indigenous nuclear
power plants. Official sources told Dawn
here on Saturday that the CDWP mesting
hedd on June 24 approved dl the 24
development projects which will be
undertaken during 2004-05. The finance
division has been directed to release timely
funds for the projects after their forma
approval by the Executive Committee of the
National Economic Council (ECNEC).
Uranium resources project, which will cost
Rs614.1 million, has been approved to
ensure indigenous supply of uranium against
abrupt suspension of such foreign supplies
in the future.

Daily Times, 12 July 2004

‘Tehran isnot afraid of Security Council’

Tehran: Iran, facing alegations it is secretly
trying to build an atomic bomb, dismissed
on Sunday calls by its arch foes for the
dossier on its nuclear activities to be sent to
the UN Security Council. “Iran is not afraid
of threats regarding the possible referral of
its nuclear dossier to the UN Security



Council,” said foreign ministry spokesman
Hamid Reza Asefi. “We are not worried
about such thrests, athough we are trying to
sort out the problem through the IAEA and
its board of governors,” he told a press
conference, referring to the International
Atomic Energy Agency. The United States
and lsrael, which both accuse Iran of
seeking to make an atomic bomb, want the
case sent to the Security Council — which
could impose sanctions on the Idamic
republic. But IAEA director Mohamed
ElBarade said during a visit last week to
Israel — widely believed to be the only
nuclear power in the Middle East — that
such a referral would only complicate
matters.

The New York Times, 12 July 2004

Bush's Pre-emptive Strategy Meets Some
Untidy Reality (David E. Sanger)

Even as President Bush turns his doctrine of
pre-emptive  action against  powers
threatening the United States into a
campaign theme, Washington is using a far
more subdued, take-it-dlow approach to the
dangers of unconventional weapons in Iran
and North Korea. There are many reasons
for the yawning gap between Mr. Bush's
campaign language and the reality. One of
the most important is woven throughout the
searing, 511-page critique of the intelligence
that led America to war last year, released

Friday by the Senate Intelligence
Committee. The report details, in one
painful anecdote after another,

migudgments that the C.I.A. and other
intelligence agencies made as they put
together what the committee caled an
"assumption train" about Irag's nuclear,
biologica and chemical weapons programs.
That same train powered Mr. Bush's own
justification for a pre-emptive strike against
Saddam Hussein, down to his now-
discredited argument that the lragi leader
was developing unmanned aeria vehicles
capable dropping biological weapons on
American troops in the Mideast, or perhaps
even the United States itsalf.

The Indian Express, 12 July 2004
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India’'s nuclear tests angered Clinton:
Talbott

Washington, July 11: Indias nuclear testsin
1998 had angered then US President Bill
Clinton, leading him to personally suggest to
his Russan counterpart Boris Yeltsin that
the two of them and China should jointly
pressure India on the nuclear issue.
However, both leaders were dissuaded by
advisers from carrying out the proposal, who
pointed out that China might regard it as a
“harebrained idea’’, former US Deputy
Secretary of State Strobe Talbott says in his
forthcoming book Engaging India -
Diplomacy, Democracy and The Bomb.
Tabott aso disclosed that a Security
Council resolution drafted by the Chinese
was so anti-Indian that the Americans
wanted it changed but it was too late as the
Americans had been negligent at the drafting
stage. Giving details on Clinton’s proposa
to Yeltsin to control India on the nuclear
issue, Tabott described that the American
President told his Russian counterpart that
“*1 think India has made a terrible mistake'’.
“‘But | dso think India should get credit for
fifty years of democracy. The ruling party
there seems particularly to feel that earning
the full respect of the world depends on
India being a nuclear power.”” Clinton then
suggested that he and Yeltsin coordinate
their approaches, since both were planning
trips to New Delhi in the fall.

The News, 13 July 2004

Iran tells IAEA to hunt for nuclear
weaponselsewhere

Tehran: Iranian President Mohammad
Khatami on Monday accused the UN
nuclear watchdog of double standards and
told it to pay closer attention to countries
that had not signed up to globa anti-
proliferation safeguards. In a meeting with
visiting Singaporean Prime Minister Goh
Chok Tong, Khatami reaffirmed that nuclear
weapons had "no place’ in the Idamic
repubcic’s defence doctrine and that he was
campaigning for a Middle East free of such
arms. According to the IRNA news agency,
Khatami "expressed regret over the double
standards approach towards those countries
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possessing nuclear weapons', a reference to
Iran’s view that it is being unfairly targetted
by the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) while lsrael has escaped magor
pressure. "If atomic weapons are dangerous,
then the world should be concerned about
atomic programs of those countries that are
not members of the Internationa Atomic
Energy Agency,” Khatami was quoted as

saying.

Dawn, 13 July 2004

Iran rulesout direct N-talkswith US
Tehran, July 12: Iran ruled out on Monday
holding direct talks with the United States
on its nuclear programme. "There is no
justification for accepting suggestions to
hold negotiations with a country which
adopts a bullying attitude towards others,"
Hassan Rohani , secretary-general of Iran's
Supreme National Security Council, told
state television. Washington accuses Iran of
trying to develop nuclear weapons. Tehran
says its ambitions are limited to generating
electricity  from nuclear reactors.
Mohammed ElBaradei, head of the UN
nuclear watchdog the International Atomic
Energy Agency, had told US policymakers
in March that Iran might be open to a ded
and suggested direct US contacts with
Tehran, US officials said. Washington broke
ties with Tehran following its Islamic
revolution in 1979. Mr Rohani aso played
down negotiations with Germany, France
and Britain and said Iran held talks with
them in the past year because the big three
European powers initiated the dialogue.

Khaleg Times, 13 July 2004

Iran and the nuclear issue

One issue that rattles and disturbs America
and the western powers constantly is the
nuclear threat posed by certain countries
inimical to their interests. After the US
dubbed Iran, Iraq and North Korea as the
‘axis of evil' before it went to war in Irag, it
is the nuclear issue that keeps popping up
again and again. Now, Iran has become
Americas new bugbear as it has continued
to produce centrifuges, which can be used
for peaceful purposes like generation of
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electricity. But Americas contention is that
Iran could be wusing centrifuges for
producing bomb-grade uranium. The issue
remains deadlocked as the Iranian foreign
ministry spokesman Hamed Reza Asefi has
sad that Iran is not afrad of threats
regarding the 'possible referral of its nuclear
dossier to the UN Security Council.' He said
Iran was trying to sort out the problem
through the International Atomic Energy
Agency and its Board of Governors.

People' s Dalily, 14 July 2004
Iran capable of nuclear
gener ation: minister

An Iranian minister said on Tuesday that
Iran has possessed the capability of
generating eectricity using nuclear power,
the officid IRNA news agency reported.
“Iran is now capable of nuclear power
generation, which marks a colossal progress
in its industry sector,” Eshag Jahangiri,
Minister of Industries and Mines, was
quoted as saying. "At present, technical
capacity in the field of electricity generation
from nuclear energy has been built and we
hope that it will be used in afavorable way,"
Jahangiri added. Jahangiri aso reiterated
Iran's legitimate right to nuclear power
generation and dismissed the US dlegation
that Iran is secretly developing atomic
weapons. The Iamic Republic insists that
its nuclear program is for peaceful purposes,
saying it is in accordance with the country's
bid to produce 7,000 megawatts of
electricity in the next 20 years. Iran has been
working on building a full nuclear fuel cycle
and has dready announced that it can
produce nuclear fuel by its own. Actua
nuclear power generation, however, is
expected to take place when a Russia-aided
plant in the southern city of Bushehr
becomes operationd by the end of 2005.

power

Dawn, 14 July 2004

Iran to hold N-talkswith EU 'big three
Tehran, July 13: Iran's top national security
body said on Tuesday that talks with Britain,
France and Germany on the Idamic
republic's nuclear programme would resume
later this month. The Supreme National



Security Council, which is headed by
nuclear negotiator Hassan Rowhani, made
no reference to where the talks would be
held or, more importantly, at what level.
European diplomats here would only say
that officials from the two sides had been in
"regular contact” on the nuclear issue
anyway, and went on to rule out ministerial-
level negotiations unless Iran was open to

making more concessons to the
International Atomic Energy  Agency

(IAEA). Last October the foreign ministers
of Britain, France and Germany - the
European Union's "big three" - converged on
Tehran to secure Iran's cooperation with the
UN nuclear watchdog. Iran agreed to
suspend sensitive  uranium  enrichment
activities, alow tougher IAEA inspections
and file a comprehensive declaration of its
nuclear activities. But since then the deal has
been under pressure, with inspectors
discovering omissions in Iran's reporting,
ingpection visits delayed and Tehran
backing away from a pledge to suspend all
enrichment-related activities.

The New York Times, 14 July 2004

How Niger Uranium Story Defied Wide
Skepticism (James Risen)

Washington, July 13: Soon after the Central
Intelligence Agency heard in 2001 that Irag
was seeking to buy uranium from Niger to
build nuclear bombs, the first doubts about
the account were raised. But the story was
included in President Bush's State of the
Union address last year despite sustained
skepticism by the State Department,
disclaimers by another intelligence agency,
assertions that key documents were faked
and a dearth of evidence that eventually led
C.ILA. officias to grow wary. The Senate
Intelligence Committee, in a report released
Friday, has provided the most
comprehensive review of what went wrong
in the Niger case, which became a major
political issue last year after documents that
described the uranium deal were discredited
as forgeries. The Senate report disclosed
deep concerns among intelligence agencies
about the credibility of the information. It
concluded that the C.I.A. had failed to
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aggressively investigate the Niger matter,
described the agency's assessments as
"inconsistent, and at times contradictory”
and noted that the agency had allowed the
uranium claims into intelligence reports to
policy makers - and the president's speech
shortly before the war - without proper
Vetting.

The Indian Express, 14 July 2004

At the pyramid’s summit (Jagit Singh)
Defence Minister Pranab Mukherjee's
statement that the government is not
thinking of creating a CDS (chief of defence
staff) any time soon should put at rest the
normal  rise in  expectations and
interpretations revolving round individuas
which seems to gather momentum closer to
the retirement of service chiefs. Seen
dispassionately, this is one issue that has
been far more at the root of a great deal of
misunderstanding among the three services
than any other single factor. It is apparent
that the basis on which the Group of
Ministers took their decision (in February
2001) to create a CDS is doctrinally flawed.
So it is good that the new government is
giving itself time to address the issue
because it is necessary that any change
should be based on sound principles so that
the ingtitution of CDS is created for the right
reasons, at the right time and in the right

way.

Daily Times, 15 July 2004

Khatami accuses Europeans of damaging
nuclear talks

Tehran:  Iran’s President Mohammad
Khatami on Wednesday blamed Britain,
France and Germany for a downturn in their
nuclear talks, but pledged that negotiations
would nevertheless continue. “In Brusselsin
February, there was an accord with the
Europeans that we would suspend the
assembly of centrifuges and in return they
would close our dossier at the IAEA,
Khatami told reporters after a cabinet
meeting. According to the Iranian account of
the February deal, the EU’s so-called “big
three” promised to help remove Iran's
dossier from the top of the International
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Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) agenda. But
instead the three co-sponsored a resolution
at the UN nuclear watchdog that criticised
Iran’s failure to fully comply with an IAEA
probe into whether Iran is seeking merely
atomic energy or nuclear weapons.

The News, 15 July 2004

North Korea refuses to freeze peaceful
nuclear programme

Seoul: North Korea refused Wednesday to
freeze its nuclear programme for peaceful
and civilian purposes, saying it was a matter
of sovereignty and should not be included in
any freezing @ dismantling of its weapons
programme me. In a statement issued
through the officidl Korean Centra News
Agency, a North Korean foreign ministry
spokesman added that Pyongyang would
only return to the nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) it opted out of "if the Korean
peninsula is denuclearised”. He said North
Kored's peaceful nuclear programme was
"pertaining to its sovereignty and this should
never be included in the objects to be frozen
or dismantled”. At six-party talks in Beijing
last month, the United States offered
Pyongyang three months to shut down and
sed its nuclear weapons facilities in return
for economic and diplomatic rewards. It was
the first significant overture to Pyongyang
since US President George W Bush took
office in early 2001 and branded the North
part of an "axis of evil" dongside Iran and
pre-war Irag. But Pyongyang has rejected
the US plan as unredistic. On the issue of
dlowing its nuclear facilities to be
inspected, the spokesman said it could only
happen once the dismantlement of its
nuclear programme me had been agreed

upon and begun.

Southasian.net, 15 July 2004

No line of control for Indo-Pak hotline
New Delhi: India and Pakistan are now good
neighbours with a bad hotline. When the two
sides talk, as Brahm Chellani of the Centre
for Policy Research warns, a third country
can listen to the conversation. “The hatline
is not secure,” the doctor confides. The talk-
time is now restricted to once a week, on
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Tuesdays, when the two director generals of
military operations (DGMOs) exchange
words for a stipulated duration. Despite
Business Standard’ s repeated requests to the
Indian DGMO's office to comment on the
so-cdled livewire line, there was no
response. However, old Signals hand Brig.
PK Ghosh, now the head of surveillance and
simulation, Mahindra Defence Systems, has
obliged with a first-hand account of how the
hotline really works. At the DGMOs office,
there is a totally sealed black box. A wire
runs from one end of the box, and the other
end has a channel for conversation, much
like the old-fashioned black telephone
boxes. When the two parties talk, analog
data is converted digitally in this box, which
then scrambles the data by an agorithm.

Dawn, 16 July 2004

Detention of KRL officials extended
(Nasir Igbd)

Idamabad, July 15: A Supreme Court
review board on Thursday extended the
detention of four officials of the Khan
Research Laboratories (KRL), accused of
being involved in the transfer of nuclear
technology, till the next meeting of the
board. The accused officias were not
presented before the board as its members
were not present in Idamabad and the
extension was ordered in Lahore, Supreme
Court registrar M.A. Faroogi told Dawn.
However, he did not say when the next
meeting of the board would be held. The
four KRL detainees are; Dr Mohammad
Farooq, Director-General Procurement, Dr
Mohammad Nazir, Director-General Science
and Technology, Brig (retd) Sgjawa Khan,
Director-Genera Maintenance and
Construction Division, and Magor (retd)
Islamul Hague, Persona Staff Officer of Dr
A.Q. Khan. Dr Farooq was detained on Nov
23, 2003, while the other three were arrested
on Jan 17, 2004, for their aleged
involvement in the proliferation of nuclear
technology. The review board, congtituted
under article 10 (4) of the Constitution, had
on April 16 extended their detention period
till Thursday.
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Key U.S. nuke lab loses secret data

SAN FRANCISCO: The Los Alamos
National Laboratory, a key U.S. centre for
nuclear weapons research, has temporarily
ceased al classified work after vital data
was reported missing last week from a
research area, citing lab officials a foreign
news agency reported on Friday. Such a
precaution at Los Alamos, the New Mexico
birthplace of the first atomic bomb during
World War Two, has not occurred in recent
memory, lab officias said, highlighting the
seriousness of the breach. The lab said it
learned of two missing data storage disks on
July 7 during an inventory check. At a news
conference, the lab director and other
officials declined to detail the nature of the
data, citing national security concerns.

The News, 16 July 2004

North Korea admits its N-programmes
areweaponsrelated: US

Washington: North Korea acknowledged
that most of its nuclear programmes are
weapons related, during the recent six-party
talks to resolve the nuclear crisis on the
Korean Peninsula, US Assistant Secretary of
State James Kelly told a Senate committee
on Thursday. "While they said they wanted
to maintain a civil nuclear programme, they
also acknowledged that most of their nuclear
programmes are weapons related,” Kelly
told the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee. North Korea has refrained from
stating publicly that it has nuclear weapons,
athough it speaks of an existing "nuclear
deterrent.” Kelly, briefing senators on the
third round of the six-party talks in Beijing
last month, said the North Korean delegation
"clearly identified" a five-megawaitt reactor
at Yongbyon as a nuclear weapons facility.
Pyongyang began to reactivate the Y ongbon
reactor after expelling International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) inspectorsin 2002.

The Japan Times, 16 July 2004
A functional defense and more
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Japan's Sdf-Defense Forces, which came
into existence 50 years ago, was described at
the time as "armed forces with no war
potential.” Although that remains essentially
true, the SDF is no longer a "passive'
organization devoted only to nationa
defense. Asthis year's defense report, issued
earlier this month, points out, it is
developing into a "functional" organization
capable of performing a wider range of
duties at home and &broad. The annua
report gives three reasons for improving or
updating the SDF's functions. First, Japan
faces a host of new security threats, such as
wegpons of mass destruction, balistic
missiles and terrorist attacks. Second, the
SDF's international role has increased. The
am is to cooperate in international efforts
for peace and dtability, such as U.N.
peacekeeping operations, counterterrorism
campaigns, and  humanitarian  and
reconstruction activities. Third, existing
defense buildup plans and weapons systems
-- which assume conventiona, large-scale
military attacks on Japan -- need awholesale
review. The report says the possibility of
such aggression has "diminished." All this
represents a strategic change for the SDF.
During the Cold War, its primary objective
was to prepare for a possible "full-scale
invasion" by the Soviet Union. Now,
however, emphasisis placed on how to meet
"new threats' and how to promote
international cooperation. In the background
is the transformation of the post-Cold War
international  security  environment, as
evidenced by the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks in the United States and North
Koreas programs to develop nuclear
weapons and ballistic missiles.

Dawn, 17 July 2004

N-technology at any cost, vows|ran
Tehran, July 16: One of Iran's top ruling
scholars vowed on Friday that the Ilamic
republic will continue to pursue its nuclear
programme "at any cost" and is determined
to become fully sdf-sufficient. "Even if
some officials are taking it easy on gaining
the technology, the people will not give up,"
Ayatollah Ahmad Jannati said in a Friday
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prayer sermon in Tehran. "We are resolute.
It is worth achieving it at any cost,” said
Jannati, who heads the supreme council and
screens dl of the Ilamic republic's laws and
candidates for public office. "Nuclear
technology is the issue of the day, and
neither our officials nor our people will give
up this scientific growth,” he said.

The News, 17 July 2004

Nuclear agreement with N Korea would
not lead to normal relations: US
Washington: Citing concerns over human
rights, a top State Department official said
Thursday the United States will not establish
normal relations with North Korea even if
that country fully meets US demands for
nuclear disarmament. Assistant Secretary of
State James Kelly made that point during a
Senate Foreign Relations Committee hearing
that focussed on international efforts to
convince North Korea to dismantle its
nuclear weapons programs. After four
negotiating sessions with North Korea
dating back to April 2003, Kdly said, "It is
clear we are till far from agreement.”” If
North Korea takes substantial steps toward
disarmament, the United States would be
willing to extend trade and aid lenefits to
North Korea but not full normalization of
relations, Kelly said. That step could be
taken only after North Korea improves its
human rights performance and ends
objectionable activity in other areas, he said.
The disarmament talks have concentrated
solely on the nuclear impasse.

The News, 17 July 2004
Secret work halted at top US nuclear

armslab
San Francisco: All secret work at atop US

nuclear weapons facility, Los Alamos
Nationad Laboratory, was hated on
Thursday after classified data went missing
in afresh security breach, officials said. The
unprecedented step was taken at the top-
secret birthplace of the atomic bomb after
two classified computer storage discs
possibly containing nuclear secrets were
reported missng from the plant in the
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western state of New Mexico on July 7. The
suspension of secret work will allow for
staff retraining and other measures aimed at
boosting crucial security measures at the
facility, where severa high-profile security
breaches have occurred in recent years The
crackdown was announced after Los Alamos
director Peter Nanos appeared before the
board of regents of the University of
Cdlifornia, which has run the laboratory
since it was founded during World War 1.
"These types of incidents are unacceptable
and must come to an end immediately,"
University of Caifornia President Bob
Dynes said after the meeting in San
Francisco. He demanded the full cooperation
of laboratory staff - 20 of whom have been
denied access to the facility - as
investigators search for the discs and
overhaul security.

The Washington Pogt, 17 July 2004

How to Stop Nuclear Terror (Spencer
Abraham)

The collapse of Soviet communism was the
greatest advance for the cause of freedom in
the late 20th century, but it left behind a
legacy that could complicate the 21st
century struggle to overcome terrorism.
While the United States and Russia work to
dismantle nuclear arsendls, terrorists and
rogue states are seeking to obtain materials -
- from former Cold War armaments and
other sources -- to make nuclear weapons
and "dirty bombs." Securing this nuclear and
radiological material is a top priority for the
United States, Russia and many other
nations. While much of it is concentrated in
the former Soviet dtates, it is aso found in
other countries around the world. It
congtitutes a formidable threat if it fals into
the wrong hands. In the early aftermath of
the Cold War, nuclear nonproliferation
programs were appropriately focused on
reducing and securing nuclear weapons and
wegpons materid in the former Soviet
Union. In 2001 President Bush broadened
and accelerated these programs. Both he and
Russian President Vladimir Putin have made
nonproliferation a persona priority. The
United States has developed much better



working relationships with our counterparts
in the Russian government, and we have
been successful in bringing other countries
into the effort.

Daily Times, 18 July 2004

North Korea bigger threat than Iraq, says
Clinton

Amsterdam: Former US President Bill
Clinton sees North Korea as more of athreat
than lraq was, but thinks ancther “pre-
emptive” war by the United States is
unlikely, he was quoted on Saturday as
saying. Clinton told the Dutch daily NRC
Handelsblad in an interview that US
difficulties in Iraqg meant President George
W Bush's doctrine of pre-emptive strikes
would not be used against other states like
North Korea or Iran despite the threats they
posed.“North Korea has amost a million
people in the army. They have powerful
rockets and if we attacked pre-emptively,
they would no longer have a reason not to
attack South Korea,” Clinton said, according
to a Reuters trandation from the Dutch.
“There are circumstances under which |
would support the president if he attacked
North Korea. In Europe, perhaps nobody
would do that, but | would,” Clinton told the
Dutch newspaper during a visit to
Amsterdam to promote his memoir “My
Life’. Pyongyang accuses Washington of
preparing to attack North Korea despite
diplomatic negotiationsto try to end a nearly
two-year-old impasse over its nuclear
Weapons programmes.

The New York Times, 18 July 2004

Pilot on Nagasaki Atomic Bomb Mission
Dies at 84 (Richard Goldstein)

Maj. Gen. Charles W. Sweeney, who flew
the B-29 Supefortress that dropped the
atomic bomb on Nagasski, the second
atomic strike on Japan in the fina days of
World War |1, died Friday at Massachusetts
Genegral Hospital in  Boston. Generd
Sweeney, who lived in Milton, Mass., was
84. The cause was pulmonary complications
of congestive heart disease, his son-in-law
Brian Howe said. On the morning of Aug. 6,
1945, Mgjor Sweeney, hisrank at the timein
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the Army Air Forces, flew his bomber the
Great Artiste to Hiroshima, accompanying
the Enola Gay, piloted by Col. Paul W.
Tibbets J. When the Enola Gay dropped its
uranium bomb on te city, unleashing the
awesome power of atomic energy for the
first time as a weapon of war, Magor
Sweeney's plane dropped instruments to
detect the heat, blast and radiation.

Dawn, 19 July 2004

N-safety talkswith US held (Anwar Igbal)
Washington, July 18: A team of Pakistani
nuclear scientists left for home on Sunday
after participating in the first-ever talks on
nuclear safety between Pekistan and the
United States. During the three-day talks,
the two sides reviewed safety arrangements
at civilian nuclear reactors and other similar
facilities in Pakistan, US official sources
told Dawn. The talks did not cover defence-
related installations, such as the KRL, the
sources said. The sevenrmember team
included scientists, safety experts and other
officials and was headed by chairman of
Pakistan Nuclear Regulatory Authority,
Jamshed Hashmi. Dr. Nils Diaz, Chairman
of the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
headed the eight-member American team.
"The talks focused on issues lik