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The Tribune, 1 December 2005

Separate civil, military N-facilities, India told

New Delhi, Nov 30: The US Congress will pass the Indo-US nuclear deal after it gets concrete evidence of a
marked delineation of India's civil and military nuclear facilities, Mr Dan Burton, leader of a visiting seven-member
congressional delegation, said today. Mr Burton, an "India baiter", said at a joint press conference with the
congressional leaders - Republican as well as Democrat - that he had fallen in love with India and that the human
rights situation in the Kashmir valley had "considerably improved". He said he had always felt that the Kashmir
situation should be addressed and now it was being done. "I have always been an admirer of India and its culture.
But human rights bothered me. That is now changing,” he said. In another context, he said: "Look, | have no
horns... | have fallen in love with India, its people and the leadership." Mr Burton and other members of the
congressional delegation maintained that the Indo-US nuclear agreement was the "pathway" which both countries

could walk together, but there had to be a clear delineation between civilian and military nuclear facilities.

Hindustan Times, 2 December 2005

US confident India nuclear deal will be approved

Washington: The State Department expressed confidence on Thursday that a controversial nuclear deal with
India would be approved by Congress and said it would work with lawmakers to make it happen. The landmark
US-India accord reached on July 18 would grant New Delhi access to nuclear technology it has been denied for
more than two decades because it developed and tested nuclear weapons, but prominent critics complain it
undermines non-proliferation goals and should be tightened up. State Department spokesman Sean McCormack
said the Bush administration understood the concerns of those who say the deal is flawed. "But at the end of the
day we think that the majority will see that this is the right deal for America, as well as for global non-proliferation
efforts," he told a news briefing.

The Asian Age, 2 December 2005

PM in a nuclear pickle (Bharat Karnad)

There are two hinges of the India-US nuclear deal. One is the phrase "reciprocally agree" in the July 18 Joint
Statement issued by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and President George W. Bush. The other has to do with
the autonomy of India's weapons capabilities. The phrase has quickly become a flash point owing to radically
different interpretations about the nature of the mutual commitments. The other issue too has begun sparking.
The precariousness of the political perch Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has climbed on to with his suo moto
statement in Parliament of July 29, 2005 needs to be noted. Dr Singh in his speech assured Parliament that,
"Reciprocity is key to the implementation of all the steps enumerated in the Joint Statement." "We expect," he
added, "a close relation between the actions to be taken by the United States and by India. Indian actions will be
contingent at every stage on actions taken by the (US)."

The Nation, 2 December 2005

Indo-US deal: victory for whom? (Fauzia Qureshi)

It is being said that the Indo-US agreement on civilian nuclear co-operation is not going anywhere. However, the
agreement when signed by President Bush and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in Washington on July 19th,
was dubbed as 'a historical watershed." The negotiators told their respective media their side gave up little or
nothing to win a great deal. If that was true, it is indeed a historic agreement between two so-called democracies.
However, we must ask as to what actually was the agreement and whom does it really benefit the most? There is
no doubt that the pact makes India the only country in the world to have inked a strategic defence partnership with
both the US and Russia. The Mukherjee-Rumsfeld agreement is extremely vast in scope and envisages a broad
range of joint activities, including multinational operations, strengthening the two militaries to promote security and
defeat terrorism, and strengthening capacity to take on the proliferation of WMD.

The Indian Express, 2 December 2005

India, US close to inking high-tech space pact

NEW DELHI, Dec 1: Taking forward the agenda of civilian space cooperation, India and US are looking at soon
finalising a technology safeguard agreement (TSA) on cooperation in the sector. Both sides today agreed on an
elaborate action plan. "Removal of some of the restrictions has made a difference to our trade in high-tech
products,” Foreign Secretary Shyam Saran said today at a joint press interaction with US Under Secretary for
Commerce and industry David H McCormick. The discussions between the two officials came following the
industry-to-industry interaction as part of the Indo-US High Technology Cooperation Group here. Emphasis was
also laid on expanding cooperation in defence technology. Saran revealed that India had received a draft of the
TSA. "We hope to be able to conclude that very soon,” he said. Saran said all pending issues related to a US
payload on Chandrayan, India's first lunar mission set for launch in 2008, have been resolved.

Daily Times, 3 December 2005
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US confident about India nuclear deal

WASHINGTON: The State Department expressed confidence on Thursday a controversial nuclear deal with India
would be approved by Congress and said it would work with lawmakers to make it happen. The landmark US -
India accord reached on July 18 would grant New Delhi access to nuclear technology it has been denied for more
than two decades because it developed and tested nuclear weapons, but prominent critics complain it
undermines non-proliferation goals and should be tightened up. State Department spokesman Sean McCormack
said the Bush administration understood the concerns of those who say the deal is flawed. "But at the end of the
day we think that the majority will see that this is the right deal for America, as well as for global non-proliferation
efforts," he told a news briefing.

Reuters, 4 December 2005

Iran Says Not Interested in Talks with US

TEHRAN: Iran said on Sunday it had no interest in talking to its arch-foe the United States concerning events in
Iraq or about its nuclear programme. Media reports last month quoted U.S. Ambassador to Iraq Zalmay Khalilzad
as saying he had been authorised by President George W. Bush to begin a dialogue with Iran about Iraq. U.N.
nuclear watchdog chief Mohamed ElBaradei has also suggested lately that Washington would eventually have to
get directly involved in negotiations to resolve Tehran's nuclear standoff with the West. But Iran's Foreign Ministry
spokesman Hamid Reza Asefi said talks with U.S. officials were “"not on our agenda." “"The issue of security in
Iraq is an internal matter related to the Iraqgis,” he told a weekly news conference. “The Iragi people are mature
and wise and they should determine their own future. So there is no need for negotiations with America," he said.

The Tribune, 5 December 2005

US seeks Indian plan on separate civil, military N-facilities (Ashish Kumar Sen)

Washington: The fate of the civil nuclear deal between the USA and India hinges on New Delhi producing a
“credible, transparent and defensible" plan to separate its civil and military nuclear facilities, according to Bush
Administration officials. These officials say they have discussed this separation plan with their Indian counterparts
on "numerous occasions" since the agreement was signed by President George W. Bush and Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh in Washington on July 18. However, State Department officials say that contrary to claims in
recent reports they have not presented any "blueprint” on separation to the Indian Government. Under Secretary
of State for Political Affairs R. Nicholas Burns, the Bush Administration"s points man on the deal, has not provided
any plan on how to separate India's civil and military nuclear facilities, a State Department official said, adding,
"We have each reaffirmed that it is the responsibility of the Indian Government to develop such a plan."”

The Washington Post, 6 December 2005

N.Korea says US finance row blocking nuclear talks

SEOUL: A U.S. crackdown on North Korea's financial assets makes it impossible to resume multilateral talks on
dismantling the communist state's nuclear weapons programs, a commentary in Pyongyang's official media said
on Tuesday. It was the first time the North has openly linked a possible halt in the six-party nuclear talks to the
U.S. moves against its finances, South Korean officials said. Washington has offered to brief North Korean
officials on the legal reason for its clamping down on firms the United States suspects of involvement in
counterfeiting, money laundering and the drugs trade. It says these have helped finance Pyongyang's nuclear
programs. North Korea's communist party newspaper Rodong Sinmun called the U.S. measures "sanctions" and
demanded that they be lifted, the North's official KCNA news agency reported. "It is impossible to resume the six-
party talks under such provocative sanctions applied by the U.S. upon the DPRK," the Rodong Sinmun said.

Hindustan Times, 7 December 2005

Empire's new clothes (Vikram Sood)

Dec 6: A single deft move in the 18th century secured the British empire in India many advantages over the
advancing Russians. By sending five English dray horses along with a blue velvet upholstered coach to Maharaja
Ranjit Singh in Lahore, upstream from Kutch, the British discovered that the Indus was navigable all the way up.
They were given access to Afghanistan through his territories by a grateful Maharaja. The irony is that the British
were only returning a gift Ranjit Singh had sent King William IV. Not a single shot was fired but the empire had
gained. The opening gambits for empire-building at that time were to flatter, cajole, persuade and, if this did not
work, then coerce and control and finally occupy. One hundred and seventy years later, these tactics - access to
markets and resources - remain unchanged, although the new empire has shown a greater propensity to violence
as a first option. The wooing started a few years ago when opinions began to filter through about a new power
rising in the east - democratic India.

Daily Times, 7 December 2005
Lobbying against US-India N-deal underway
WASHINGTON: A bipartisan group of 16 former US government officials with vast experience in security-related
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issues has circulated a letter to all members of Congress aimed at killing the US-India nuclear cooperation
agreement, which is widely seen as a blow to nuclear nonproliferation efforts worldwide. With the nonproliferation
lobby and several key members of Congress up in arms against what they see as a "sweetheart deal" for New
Delhi, Pakistani representatives here show little sign of taking advantage of the situation. Pakistan's lack of any
visible concern, it has been said, springs from the assumption, held by certain decision-makers in Islamabad, that
once the deal between India and the US goes through, Pakistan will be in a position to demand the same for
itself. It is not known what gives these decision-makers the confidence that a similar deal would be on offer to
Pakistan from Washington. Informed opinion here is that no such deal is going to be offered to Pakistan. India is
seen by the Bush administration as standing in a class of its own, not to be bracketed with Pakistan.

International Herald Tribune, 7 December 2005

N. Korea ties talks to end of U.S. sanctions (Choe Sang-Hun)

SEOUL, Dec 6: North Korea said Tuesday that it would quit six-party talks on eliminating its nuclear programs
unless the United States lifted financial sanctions imposed on the country for circulating counterfeit U.S. dollars
and trafficking in illicit drugs. The announcement was the North's most significant reaction yet to the Bush
administration's attempt, which has become more strenuous even as the nuclear talks have proceeded, to exert
pressure on the regime by cracking down on its far-flung criminal trade. U.S. officials believe such trade plays a
pivotal role in funding the North's nuclear weapons development and for the country's overall finances.
Pyongyang's stringent demand, and Washington's thus-far categorical rebuff, reflected a new deterioration in
relations between the United States and North Korea and diminishing prospects for a breakthrough in nuclear
disarmament talks.

The Indian Express, 8 December 2005

Ahead of Foreign Secy visit, US Senate panel chief seeks credible India plan on n-separation (C Raja
Mohan)

WASHINGTON, Dec 7: As India prepares to discuss its plans to separate civilian and military nuclear facilities
with the Bush Administration later this month, an influential Senator has urged New Delhi to put as many reactors
as possible in the non-military category. Speaking to a visiting Indian delegation here Tuesday, Richard Lugar,
chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, underlined that India must provide full political satisfaction
to the US Congress that must approve the historic nuclear pact signed by President George W Bush and Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh in July. "l would urge the Indian side to think in maximalist terms and include as many
facilities as possible within the scope of the civilian declaration”, Lugar said. Under the Bush-Manmohan pact,
India agreed to separate its civilian and military facilities in return for full civilian nuclear energy cooperation from
the US. Implementation of the pact requires the amendment of current laws by the US Congress in Washington
and the Nuclear Suppliers Group that brings all the major international supplier nations together.

Daily Times, 8 December 2005

India becomes partner in nuclear reactor project

NEW DELHI: India said on Wednesday its inclusion as a full partner in the ambitious multinational International
Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER) energy project was an acknowledgement of Indai being a
responsible nuclear state with advanced nuclear technology. The decision was taken by the six partner countries -
US, European Union, Russia, China, Japan and South Korea - in Jeju, South Korea on Tuesday. "The decision
recognises that India can significantly contribute to such endeavours and also is recognition that India is a country
with advanced nuclear technology, including in the field of fusion research," said a spokesman for the External
Affairs Ministry. ITER is the experimental step between the latest studies of plasma physics and future electricity -
producing fusion power plants. The main ITER facility will be built in Cadarache in France by 2016 and all
partners will participate in its construction, development and research.

Daily Times, 8 December 2005

United States looks to India as new global ally

WASHINGTON: The Bush administration is looking increasingly to India as a core ally as it seeks to engineer
what could be a major diplomatic shift away from the power alignments forged after World War Two. Old standby
Britain, increasingly important Japan and, according to some of the officials familiar with administration thinking on
geopolitics, Australia all join India in a group of countries Washington believes shares its values and goals. "You
might call this emerging set of alliances the 'four by four' strategy (which is) built around four great powers - the
United States, Great Britain, Japan and India," Thomas Donnelly of the American Enterprise Institute (AEI), a
think-tank with close ties to the administration, wrote on the AEIl website. Nuclear power India, a growing
economic force on China's border and familiarly dubbed the world's biggest democracy, is the relative newcomer
to the group. Often an adversary as a Soviet sympathizer and leader of the non-aligned movement during the
Cold War, it now enjoys dramatically improved ties under President George W Bush. Presidential aides say the
United States is committed to helping India not just prosper but rise as a regional power. One senior official has
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said privately that the administration also intends to back India for a permanent seat on the UN Security Council.

Dawn, 8 December 2005

US Congress threatens to throw out India N-deal

WASHINGTON, Dec 7: The chairman of the US Senate's Foreign Relations Committee warned on Tuesday that
Congress would throw out any 'opaque’' plan by the Bush administration to forge unprecedented civilian nuclear
cooperation with India. President George Bush agreed to give India, which is not a member of the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), access to civil nuclear energy technology under a deal he signed with Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh in July. But India has to first separate its civilian and military nuclear programs and place its
nuclear reactors under International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) inspections. Under US law, the deal also has
to be approved by the US Congress. "While the Bush administration has, | think, been very clear in discussions
with the Indian government about its expectations, let me emphasize that any Indian plan will have to pass muster
with the United States Congress," Republican Senator Dick Lugar said.

Asia Times, 10 December 2005

US turns the screws on deal with India (Ramtanu Maitra)

The "historic" US-India nuclear deal of July 18, on which Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh wants to situate
his legacy, is in trouble. It is evident that the US Congress is keen to extract the proverbial pound of flesh before it
approves the deal. It also seems the optimism that prevailed in the Indian camp earlier is vanishing fast and what
India will have to surrender to get the deal through could well be the new worry of New Delhi. At the end of
November, Indian Foreign Secretary Shyam Saran was in Washington to attend the inaugural session of the Indo-
US High Technology Cooperation Group's meeting. Addressing the China Business Big Picture session, the
Indian visitor said: "The nuclear agreement, as would be appreciated, has larger implications for high-technology
trade as it is premised on US recognition of India's impeccable record on non-proliferation. It not only recognizes
that non-proliferation is better served with India as a partner, but also sends a clear signal that India cannot be a
partner and a target at the same time of technology denial regime." It is evident that the Indian foreign secretary's
efforts to grease the wheels did not accomplish much.

Deccan Herald, 10 December 2005

India, US to conduct biggest ever military exercise

New Delhi: In a step up of service-to- service engagement, India and US will conduct the biggest-ever army level
exercises near Ranikhet in Uttaranchal in January as American officials today indicated that Washington was
working to open doors to high-technology transfers. A company force of the US army will conduct joint exercises
with a thrust towards anti-insurgency operations in the mountainous terrain near Choubhatia, US officials said
adding that in the coming year, armed forces of the two countries would participate in "more complex,
patternened" war games. "US Pacific Command wants to expand its military-level innteraction with India over a
broad front to enable the two armed forces to share experience in doctrines and higher formation-level exercises",
officials said. Officials said though Indo-US defence trade stood at USD 287 million, they expected a big jump in
arms sales through major deals with Navy, special forces and Air Force in the offing.

Dawn, 10 December 2005

Implications of Indo-US alliance (M. Tayyab Siddiqui)

The July visit of Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to the US was hailed by both sides as a "historical
watershed". The true import of this visit, however, has not been sufficiently grasped by Pakistan, in particular the
long-term adverse impact that growing Indo-US relations, especially in the context of a strategic partnership,
would have on Pakistan. Wide-ranging bilateral agreements, particularly those under the rubric of the "Framework
for the US India Defence Relationship”, establish India as a major world power. Of all the defence-related
agreements, the most significant in its reach and impact has been the Proliferation Security Initiative. The PSI will
confer on India a special status in the 44-member Nuclear Supplies Group (NSG), granting it permanent
exemption from NSG guidelines which currently prevent India from purchasing nuclear reactors and bars nuclear
cooperation with non-NPT members.

The News, 10 December 2005

Deal in the doldrums

The much-hyped proposal for a civilian nuclear cooperation deal between India and the United States appears to
be in the doldrums after a Congressional Committee put up conditions that will be too difficult for New Delhi to
meet. A deal that was seen as smooth sailing thus far in New Delhi has turned tumultuous after tough positioning
by American congressmen in the name of nuclear non-proliferation. The chairman of the US Senate Foreign
Relations Committee warned Congress on Wednesday that it would throw out any "opaque" plan by the Bush
administration to forge unprecedented civilian nuclear cooperation unless there was complete separation of Indian
civilian and military nuclear facilities. India will also have to open its civilian nuclear facilities to inspectors from the
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IAEA to be able to draw nuclear benefits from Washington. It will certainly be a difficult decision for New Delhi to
affect the required separation, as it may lead to the identification of facilities that are engaged in nuclear works for
military purposes.

The Tribune, 11 December 2005

US Congress hinders nuclear pact, says newspaper (Ashish Kumar Sen)

Washington: The Bush administration has hit the brakes on its efforts to implement a civil nuclear technology
agreement with India following skepticism about the deal from members of the US Congress, according to a
Washington newspaper. The Hill, a newspaper, quoted a congressional source as saying of the agreement with
India, "The administration did come and had a discussion with us on general options for their legislative package,
but they were not ready to commit on anything." A Bush administration official told The Tribune, the administration
intended to "continue to move forward on this initiative and hoped that India will present a civil-military separation
plan and begin its implementation by early 2006." The Bush administration's efforts could also be held up by mid-
term elections across the United States in 2006. "Next year is going to be a very political year, and the chances
for joint congressional action for an issue this complicated could be small unless the administration puts a real
push on the Congress," the congressional source said, adding, "There is not a lot of congressional pressure to do
this quickly."

The Indian Express, 12 December 2005

N-separation at fairly advanced stage: PM (Sunit Arora)

ON BOARD PM AIRCRAFT, Dec 11: Indicating that India is pushing to quickly meet commitments made in the
Indo-US nuclear deal, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh today said that the exercise for separating civilian and
military nuclear facilities is at a "fairly advanced stage". Singh's statement on the nuclear deal-made to reporters
en route to Kuala Lumpur where he will attend the ASEAN summit and East Asian summit-assumes significance
as there have been indications that the US has been going slow in putting in place a legislation to be approved by
the US Congress. Informed sources said that India's separation exercise will reflect a definite move forward when
Foreign Secretary Shyam Saran visits Washington next week. When questioned about Left parties’' pressure to
increase the 8.5 per cent interest rate announced by the Employees Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO), Singh
once again dropped the ball firmly in the EPFO's court, refusing Budgetary support, but did say: "If they (EPFO)
can sustain a higher rate, | will be happy."

The Times of India, 12 December 2005

India and the nuclear deal (K Subrahmanyam)

The world is witnessing a rethink on nuclear power. The British prime minister has unveiled a policy review of the
need for new nuclear plants for Britain. Finland has inaugurated the largest nuclear power plant in Europe. China
is going in for nuclear energy on a large scale. The US administration is of the view that energy problem of the
21st century cannot have hydrocarbon solutions. Major industrialised nations are pooling their R&D efforts for
International Thermo Nuclear Energy Research (ITER). A fourth-generation nuclear power reactor is under
development and it is expected to be safer and more proliferation-proof. The Bush administration's offer of a
nuclear deal with India should be seen in the context of US interest in an economic partnership with India to
ensure its own competitiveness and innovativeness. The discussion between prime minister Manmohan Singh
and President Bush on July 18 essentially focused on civil nuclear energy and creating conditions to enable the
international community (all but three nations are members of the NPT) to permit India access to civil nuclear
energy.

Yahoo News, 13 December 2005

Indian PM says nuclear facility separation at '‘advanced stage'

The separation of India's civilian and military nuclear plants, key to a July deal with the United States on nuclear
technology sales, is at an "advanced stage,” Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has said. Singh was quoted
Monday in the Indian press as saying that New Delhi has made rapid progress on identifying those plants to be
considered civilian and hence subject to inspections by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The
exercise of designating nuclear plants as military or civilian is at "a fairly advanced stage," Singh told reporters
flying with him Sunday as he headed to Malaysia to attend three days of meetings with Asian leaders. US
President George W. Bush agreed to give India, which is not a member of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT), access to civilian nuclear energy technology under a deal he signed with Singh in July. But India has to
first separate its civilian and military nuclear programs, which could mean an effective cap on nuclear weapons
production.

Hindustan Times, 13 December 2005
Out of fission
With the Bush visit four months away, India's timetable for nuclear separation is getting short. Prime Minister

http://ipcs.org/usrelated.php 1/20/2006



Page 6 of 19

Manmohan Singh's remarks that India's plans to separate its civilian and military nuclear facilities are in an
advanced stage offer the reassurance that the negotiations with the US on implementing the historic nuclear pact
are on track. The longer India lingers on its separation plan, the more likely it is the deal would just drift beyond
the grasp of the two nations. Having come this far it would be a pity to squander the deal, which promises to lift
the decades-old nuclear blockade against India and transform Indo-US relations. President Bush's visit to India in
late February or early March next year offers the forcing event to compel bureaucracies in both the capitals to get
their nuclear act together.

The Statesman, 14 December 2005

US arms deals

What the American arms industry now offers India - latest radars for F-16s, P3-Orions with a hint of the next
generation of maritime reconnaissance/strike aircraft, to name just some - would invite comparison with Santa's
sack full of goodies. Yet, as the carol heralding his arrival asserts, there is that question of whether you've been
"naughty or nice". And since Uncle Sam will be making that determination there is always the possibility of the
supply line being choked. Hence the Indian defence establishment's tendency to be tempted by state-of-the-art
gadgetry must be tempered with hard-nosed pragmatism - can unhindered supply of spares and product support
be assured for decades to come? If the current bonhomie has erased memories of how our naval aviation was
virtually grounded by the post-Pokharan Il sanctions, the crash of the Iranian C-130 ought to re-raise disturbing
queries.

Hindustan Times, 15 December 2005

Many in India, US, S Korea favour building of nuke plants

New York: While a large number of people around the world support the continued use of existing nuclear
reactors and are opposed to new ones, many in India, United States and South Korea favour building of new
plants, according to a survey. However, the percentage of Indians supporting construction of new power plants
was the lowest among the three countries, the survey conducted by Globescan for the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) showed. While 33 per cent Indians favour building new plants, 23 per cent would like the
existing ones to continue and are against building new ones. Another 22 per cent would like to shut down all
nuclear-based power plants immediately. The maximum support for building new nuclear power plants is in South
Korea where nearly 52 per cent would like to see new plants come up with only 34 per cent opposition building
new ones and 13 per cent want all plants to be closed down.

Hindustan Times, 16 December 2005

Indo-US trade council moves to hasten N-deal (S. Rajagopalan)

Washington: As the Indo-US nuclear pact debate drags on in US Congress, an influential business lobby has
stepped in to speed up matters. The US-India Business Council, an offshoot of the US Chamber of Commerce,
has selected Patton Boggs, a well-known law firm, to provide it lobbying support on Capitol Hill. The Chamber is
also gearing up to institute a coalition exclusively for the purpose. "Patton Boggs' objective will be to help ensure
enactment of legislation needed to permit the US to pursue full-scale civilian nuclear cooperation with India,
recognising that India is a secular and stable democracy that has earned trust on non-proliferation,” the USIBC
said on Wednesday. Approval of the nuke deal by the US Congress will involve amending the Atomic Energy Act

of 1954, which at present forbids transfer of civilian nuclear technology to India.

The Tribune, 16 December 2005

Indo-US N-deal reciprocal: PM

New Delhi, Dec 15: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh said today that the Indo-US nuclear deal was proceeding on
the basis of "strict reciprocity” and India was at liberty not to meet its commitments if the US Administration did not
fulfil its obligations. Responding to supplementaries during question hour in the Rajya Sabha, the Prime Minister
said the decision to put certain facilities and reactors under international inspection was India's and there was no
question of doing it under pressure. On the members' apprehension that the US Administration has been asking
for more concessions since the nuclear deal was reached, the Prime Minister said the binding constraint for the
two countries was the July 18 agreement. Observing that the approval by the US Congress for the July 18
agreement was the concern of the US Administration, the Prime Minister said he expected the US Administration
to use its full weight to get the necessary approval of the Congress.

The Hindu, 17 December 2005

Keep fast breeder reactor out of IAEA inspections: U.S. expert (Siddharth Varadarajan)

NEW DELHI: On the eve of crucial negotiations with the U.S. on the separation of India's civilian and military
nuclear facilities, a well-known American analyst has strongly defended the Indian atomic establishment's desire
to keep indigenous programmes such as like the fast breeder reactor (FBR) outside the purview of international
safeguards and inspections. In an interview to The Hindu on Friday, Selig S. Harrison, director of the Washington-
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based Center for International Policy's Asia programme, said Indian negotiators had to guard against hardline
"American nationalists" in the Bush administration who are reluctant to accept India's nuclear status. Among them
are Robert Joseph, Under-Secretary of State for Arms Control, whose "abhorrent" testimony at a Senate hearing
last month on India accepting “in-perpetuity’ safeguards for all its civilian facilities, Mr. Harrison says, "made my
hair stand on end".

The Tribune, 17 December 2005

Unfounded criticism

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has scotched fears about the India-US nuclear deal signed in July last in his
intervention in the Rajya Sabha on Thursday. There are sections of public opinion, even among those who
support the UPA government, which believe that there are some hidden clauses in the agreement. The import of
his statement is that what guides India's relations with the US on the nuclear issue is the written agreement he
and President George W. Bush signed on July 18. In other words, everything is in the public domain. It also
means that the fears that the US has obtained from India more than it has given to India are unfounded. The
agreement will come into force only if the US Congress passes it and in case the Bush administration fails to
accomplish this task, India can opt out of its obligations.

Daily Times, 17 December 2005

Manmohan says no changes to India-US nuclear deal

NEW DELHI: India said on Thursday it would permit no changes to a landmark nuclear deal with the United
States to ensure its passage by the US Congress. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh told parliament the landmark
deal struck with President George W Bush when he visited Washington in July giving New Delhi access to civilian
atomic technology was a "binding commitment." The agreement would extend full US civilian nuclear energy
cooperation to New Delhi, denied access to nuclear technology since 1974 when it first tested a nuclear weapon
and refused to sign the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty. US Congressional critics complain the agreement
undermines international nuclear non-proliferation efforts and needs to be stricter. The Indian prime minister was
seeking to allay speculation that Washington had been asking for more concessions and that New Delhi might
give in to gain US civilian nuclear cooperation.

The New Nation, 16 December 2005

Editorial: Will the deal materialise? (Samuel J Fernandes)

As the US starts outlining its perspective on the nature and scope of Indo-US nuclear engagement, strategic
analysts in India interpret it as the beginning of an effort to suck India irreversibly into the non-proliferation
architecture with a less relaxed system of exclusion than India would have expected. For many in India, the hopes
engendered by the July 18 agreement that the US might usher India into the exclusive club as a de facto if not de
jure nuclear power in the emerging global order with all possible privileges legally accruing to it as a nuclear
weapon state, have started receding in the wake of the recent statements by US government officials. Close on
the heels of Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs, Nicholas Burns' October visit to New Delhi, the US state
department spokesman came out with a statement that the India must begin separation of nuclear facilities before
the administration would present any draft for consideration by the US legislatures.

Hindustan Times, 16 December 2005

Nuke energy critical: Panel

Bhopal, December 15: A panel of experts set up by the PM to prepare the Integrated Energy Policy has said
nuclear energy is critical for India's long-term energy security. The draft policy was unveiled on Thursday by Dr
Kirit Parikh, Planning Commission member and head of the panel. "No dramatic finds of oil and gas are
expected," he said. "If we want to continue to grow at eight or 10 per cent, we need energy security. Nuclear
power has the potential to supply thousands of megawatts of power." "For the next 20-25 years, we won't require
it but after that we cannot forego the option," he said.

The Telegraph, 18 December 2005

Delhi nukes US show-stealer (K.P. Nayar)

Washington, Dec. 17: With the Indo-US nuclear agreement of July in trouble, India has dramatically turned tables
on the non-proliferation fundamentalists in Washington, sending an unambiguous message that where its
interests are involved, the country can deal with them on New Delhi's terms and get the better of them in their
stronghold. Even as foreign secretary Shyam Saran is packing his bags for Washington for a crucial meeting here
on Wednesday with US under-secretary of state for political affairs Nicholas Burns, the Indian embassy in
Washington has forced the non-proliferation lobby to back off from a confrontation with New Delhi on the nuclear
deal, which could have soured Saran's visit. The confrontation would have centred around India's CIRUS nuclear
reactor: it is a research reactor, which was supplied to India by Canada in 1954 and thus accounts for the first
three letters of CIRUS, standing for Canada-India reactor. The Americans supplied heavy water for the reactor,
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adding the last two letters of the CIRUS name.

The Tribune, 18 December 2005

India, USA to go for agro projects

Washington, Dec 17: With a view to give a fillip to agriculture cooperation, India and the USA have decided to
focus on innovative joint projects in the public and private sector for increasing agricultural productivity. At the first
board meeting of the United States-India Initiative on Agriculture, both sides laid the groundwork for a new
chapter in partnership, US Deputy Secretary of Agriculture, Chuck Conner said. "Over the past two days the
Board of the U.S.-India Knowledge Initiative has laid the groundwork for a new chapter in our partnership by
focusing on innovative joint projects in which both the public and the private sectors can cooperate", Mr Conner
said. "These projects will promote the development and adoption of science and technology to increase
agricultural productivity. The board has taken a step toward invigorating our tradition of knowledge exchange”, he
added.

Daily Times, 18 December 2005

Civilian nuclear programme: India hopeful of international cooperation

NEW DELHI: Fuel-hungry India said on Saturday it was hopeful it will soon be able to get international help to
develop its civilian nuclear energy capabilities. "I am optimistic through constructive dialogue with the international
community, we will soon be part of the mainstream with full civilian nuclear cooperation," said Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh. In July India signed a landmark deal with the US that would give it access to atomic
technology, to which it has been denied since first testing a nuclear weapon in 1974 and refusing to sign the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. But the pact, which must be approved by the US Congress, is opposed by many
US lawmakers as well as nuclear experts who say it undermines anti-nuclear proliferation efforts. Singh's
comments came before a second meeting of the Nuclear Working Group headed by Foreign Secretary Shyam
Saran and US Undersecretary of State for Political Affairs Nicholas Burns, which is thrashing out details of the
accord.

The Asian Age, 19 December 2005

Does the U.S. deal really serve India? (Bharat Karnad)

Any foreign or defence policy wrinkle is justified in terms of its serving the national interest. This is par for the
course. But the treating of "national interest" as an overly fungible concept to legitimise even lame and myopic
initiatives in the nuclear policy field with plainly injurious consequences to the country, is a seminal development
in the annals of Indian foreign and military policy-making and an achievement of the economistic-minded
Manmohan Singh-led regime that the Congress Party may find hard to live down. After all, for 57 years of the
nuclear programme, successive Indian governments cutting across party lines have been zealous in protecting
this high-technology enclave from the predatory attentions of the established nuclear weapons states, and
thereby in safeguarding the country's weapons capability and potential size and quality of its nuclear arsenal. It is
the nuclear security of the nation that is now endangered.

The Tribune, 19 December 2005

Logic of separation (K. Subrahmanyam)

It is to India's advantage to go ahead with N-deal. The July 18, 2005, joint statement of Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and President George Bush was about exceptionalising from the NPT technology denial regime, a non-
signatory of the treaty, and not about accommodating India as a nuclear weapon state in the NPT. The United
States by itself cannot amend the treaty and make India a nuclear weapon state with equal status with five states
recognised as such under Article 1 of the NPT. The exceptionalisation is being done to enable India to have
access to civilian nuclear power within the overall framework of the nonproliferation regime. Once this basic fact is
understood it would follow that all rights and obligations equal to those of nuclear weapon states envisaged to be
conferred on India is still subject to this overall caveat. India will be accepted as a nuclear weapon state outside
the treaty and not as a weapon state within the treaty. Therefore, there will be differences between the rights of
weapon states and India. No amount of verbal acrobatics can do away with this basic fact of life as of today. It
may change some years from now but today this is the reality.

Daily Times, 19 December 2005

Turner calls for eliminating N-arms from South Asia (Umer Farooq)

ISLAMABAD: Media tycoon and United Nations Foundation Chairman Ted Turner has said the governments of
Pakistan and India should work for the complete elimination of nuclear weapons from South Asia, as what he said
the nuke-free region would be a much safer place. "I have mentioned this issue in my meetings with Indian
officials and now in Pakistan | will raise the issue of nuclear disarmament in my meetings with the government
officials on Monday" said Ted Turner while speaking at a press conference here on Sunday. Members of the UN
Foundation accompanied him. A five-member delegation of the foundation, comprising Dr Harlem Brundtland, the
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former Prime Minister of Norway, Senator Timothy E Wirth, the foundation president, Nafisa Sadik and Mahmmod
Younus, is visiting Pakistan in order to get a first hand understanding of the situation in the earthquake-affected
areas.

The News, 19 December 2005

Taking forward the Indo-US nuclear deal (Jyoti Malhotra)

America is back on the Indian radar this week, despite the north Indian obsession with Pakistan which allows
public opinion to stray westward from time to time. And so, Foreign Secretary Shyam Saran is winding his way to
Washington DC for talks with his counterpart, Nicholas Burns - and a "drop in" on the most powerful woman in the
world, as well as certainly amongst the most interesting, Condoleezza Rice - for talks on how to take the Indo-US
nuclear deal forward. The world would do well to keep a close eye on the peripatetic Saran. He was in Nepal last
week, during which time he said hello to King Gyanendra and to the major Nepalese political figures - even as the
Nepalese army chief was at the exact same time shaking hands with Pakistan's very influential generals in
Islamabad. He goes forth from his office in South Block to meet Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in Parliament
almost every other day these days, a two-km stretch that is definitely the most influential piece of real estate in
this country. And now he's going to the US.

The Indian Express, 19 December 2005

As Saran heads for US, view from Delhi: key to headway lies in basics (C Raja Mohan)

NEW DELHI, Dec 18: India believes that a reaffirmation of political objectives that shaped the Indo-US nuclear
pact last July will facilitate a mutual understanding on its early implementation. As Foreign Secretary Shyam
Saran heads to Washington this week for a critical round of nuclear talks, India hopes a clarification of the
fundamentals will help resolve the many complex issues relating to nuclear separation and international
safeguards. Motivated criticism in the United States and ill-informed fear in India since the pact was signed five
months ago, has muddied the nuclear debate in both capitals and between them. The Indo-US nuclear pact,
signed by President George W Bush and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on July 18, was initiated on the
political premise in Washington that a strong India is in the interest of the United States. And central to the pact is
the explicit American acknowledgement of the existence of a military nuclear programme in India.

The Telegraph, 19 December 2005

Gifting The Future Away (Bharat Bhushan)

The signals from the US are that it wants India's nuclear plants and facilities to fall neatly into one of the two
categories - civilian or military. The argument is that only a clear categorization would allow the US to fend off
criticism that by contributing to India's civilian nuclear programme, it was aiding its military programme. The US
has also decided, through a joint statement issued in Washington on July 18 that India would be treated in a
special category - distinct from the members of the nuclear club as well as those who have nuclear weapons,
have not signed the nuclear non-proliferation treaty, but do not merit nuclear technology co-operation. This is
either because of their record of proliferation (Pakistan) or because they do not publicly claim that they have
nuclear weapons (Israel).

The Hindu, 20 December 2005

Stage set for nuclear separation talks (Siddharth Varadarajan)

New Delhi: With the expert group 